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All applications respecting subscriptivn to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 


116, Grafton Street. 

The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements. 

A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since 


the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of reports issued by the Colonial Office during 


the same period, will be found on pp. 96-7. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received from Mr. Harrison Watson, 
Curator of the Canadian Section of the Imperial 
Automobiles. Institute, the following information relative to 
the extent to which automobiles are being 

used in Canada :— 

‘ Automobiles have received a good start in Canada and have 
become quite a fad with the class of people that can afford them, 
and it is expected they will be very common next summer. 
Practically all of the machines used there at the present time are 
manufactured in the United States, and a great number of 
different manufacturers of automobiles are represented. Automo- 
bile manufacturing in Canada has not attained any volume at 
present, but several enterprises are likely to take up the industry. 
Tt is stated that the bad roads which prevail in same districts at 
certain seasons do not create any great obstacle to the pursuit of 
motoring, but as similar conditions are encountered in the United 
States it is more than likely that American makers build their 


mctors in a special manner to meet this contingency.” 
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CANADA—continued. 
The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Enquiries relating Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
to Canadian Trade Curator of which Section further information 
* may be obtained :-— 

Home Enquiries——A firm manufacturing paper bags of various 
kinds wish to develop trade in Canada, and with that object in 
view would like to get into communication with a first-class 
Canadian house prepared to undertake their agency. 

A firm manufacturing hosiery (cashmere, worsted, merino, and 
cotton) wish to! appoint a resident Canadian agent, and would be 
pleased to hear from a firm possessing the necessary connection. 
Good references required. : 

A firm manufacturing shovels, spades, picks, and other imple- 
ments employed in railway construction ask to be placed in 
communication with Canadian importers of those goods. 

A London firm desire addresses of Canadian producers of black , 


currant pulp. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 


of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


CAPE COLONY. 
The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 22nd 
isthe: ten December contains a notification to the effect 
Uniforms that sealed tenders will be received by the 
Clothing, Chairman of the Tender Board, Controller and 
Bedding fc Auditor-General’s Office, Cape Town, until 
angen 12 noon on Monday the 29th February, 1904, 
from persons willing to supply all or any of the articles required 
for officials’ uniforms, clothing, bedding, &c., for convict stations, 
gaols, and other institutions supplied from the Industry Store, 
Breakwater Convict Station, Cape Town, for a period of three 
years commencing on the Ist July, 1904, and ending on the 
30th June, 1907. 

Conditions of the contract and forms of tender (on which forms 
all tenders must be made) may be obtained, together with any 
further particulars required, on application to the Superintendent, 
Breakwater Convict Station. A schedule of all articles require 
will be attached to the form of tender. : 

Sealed samples of the articles required to be supplied may be 
inspected at the office of the Superintendent, Breakwater Convict 
Station. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender, and reserves to itself: the option of accepting any 
portion or portions of any tender. 

The signatures of two good and sufficient sureties will be 


required to every tender. 
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RUSSIA. 


The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 7th/8th (20th/21st) Decem- 
ber announces that in view of the development 


C ee _ of traffic over the Russian railway system, the 
- Plant Minister of Ways of Communication has decided 


to double the track of each of the following 

lines :—Warsaw-Malkine, Warsaw-Otvotsk, Sinelnikovo-Alexan- 

drovsk, Kramatorskaia-Popasnaia, Korostovska-Zélénaia, Rostov- 

Kavkazskaia, Eaux-Minérales-Prokhladnaia, and Zamtchalovo- 

Schakhtnaia. 

The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 24th December/6th January 
Telephone uotes from the “ Odessa News” an announce- 
Material ment to the effect that the establishment of 

telephonic communication between Odessa and 

Kiev has recently been authorised. The General Administration 

of Posts and Telegraphs has allotted a sum of 500,000 roubles 

(about 53,000/.) for this purpose. The work, which will be com- 

menced in 1904, will occupy two years. 


NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 

Journal ” of 10th December, pp. 483-4, respect- 
Percussion Caps. ing tenders invited by the Norwegian State 

Railways for the supply of 662,000 percussion 
caps, a telegram has now been received at the Board of Trade, 
through the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Chris- 
tiania, to the effect that the date to which tenders will be received 
has been extended from 6th January to 20th January. 


DENMARK. 


The “ Berlingske Tidende” of December 30th, contains a notice 

. calling for tenders for the supply of ticket 

Ticket Blanks. cards for the use of the Danish State Railways 

during the working year 1904-5 in accordance 

with conditions which may be seen at the office of the Audit 

Department in the Railway Head Office at the Copenhagen 

Passenger Railway Station. Tenders will be received by the 
Audit Department up to midday on January 30th. 


GERMANY. 


‘lhe “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 9th January announces 
Metalli that tenders for the placing of the metallic 
renee superstructure of three road-bridges over the 

yy aero toe of XKaiser-Wilhelm Canal will be opened on the 
Road-Bridges. Ist February next. 
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Conditions of contract, plans, &c., may be obtained on applica- 
to M. Musset, Baurat, Hafenbauinspector, Memel, at a cost of 


3 marks (3s.). 





FRANCE. 


The United States Consul at Nantes reports that skeleton gum 

shoes and rubber overshoes would meet with a 

Rubber Shoes. ready sale anywhere in northern and western 

France, where the climate is such as to compel 

the almost constant use of foot wear of that character. The Consul 

thinks it would be well worth the while of manufacturers of this 
class of goods to send their representatives to Nantes. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice on p. 391 of the “ Board of Trade 
— Journal” for 26th November last, it appears 
Lichtin from the “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 5th 

p Ie ns January that there were no bids for furnishing 
— the supply of petroleum for lighting the 

city of Madrid up to 31st December, 1907, at the competition on 
21st December, and that fresh tenders are to be called for at the 
same upset prices as before, to be opened at noon on the 4th 
February, in the First ‘‘ Casa Consistorial,” Plaza de la villa, 


No. 9. 





The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 6th January contains a notice 
calling for tenders, which will be opened in the 
Casa Consistorial at Cestona, at 11 a.m. on 31st 
idem, for the supply and laying down of pipes 
and necessary works for bringing a water supply from the spring 
of Beliosoro to the town of Cestona (province of Guipuzcoa). 
The estimated cost amounts to 94,207 pesetas (or about 2,740/.). 
A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. is required to qualify any 


tender. 


Water Pipes and 
Accessories. 


The “‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 7th January, contains notice of a 
' a concession for carrying out the plan of reform 
WO OEE oad improvement of the water supply of the 
Sanayenres. City of Valencia presented by the ‘ Sociedad 
de Aguas Potables y Mejoras de Valencia,” and administering the 
supply for 95 years on terms which are named, which is to be 
put up for tender on the 14th April next in the Directorate 
General of Municipal Administration, Madrid, and in the “Casa 
Consistorial,” Valencia. 
The total cost of the work is estimated at 4,165,000 pesetas (or 
about 121,075/.), which includes 500,000 pesetas already laid out. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The company indicated has the preference on equal terms, and 
has to receive large payments from any competitor obtaining the 
contract. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 199 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 29th October last, it 
Cardiff Coal. would appear from a Royal Order contained in 
the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of the 8th January 
that the competition for the supply of Cardiff coal to the Spanish 
Government up to the end of 1905, which took place on 23rd 
November last, not having resulted in any contract being awarded, 
tenders are to be again called for, subject to certain variations in 
the conditions, and the ‘‘ Gaceta” of 1Uth inst. contains the notice 
calling for such tenders, which wili be opened at noon on the 25th 
January, in the Ministry of Marine, Madrid, and simultaneously 
in the Admiralty Offices in Cadiz, Ferrol, and Cartagena. The 
general sheet of conditions is on view in the office of the Director 
of Material (Negociado Cuarto) at the Ministry of Marine, Madrid, 
and in the provincial towns named. 

The ‘‘ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 

Copper Ingots. Genoa, forwarding translation of a notice call- 

ing for tenders for the supply to the Italian 

Navy of copper ingots for smelting purposes, to the estimated total 

value of 128,625 lire (about 5,145/.), to be delivered at the Royal 
Arsenals of Spezia, Naples, Venice, and Taranto. 

Tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on 27th January at the Naval 
Palace, Spezia. A deposit of 12,370 lire (about 514.) will be re- 
quired to qualify any tender. 

Special conditions of tender may be seen at the offices of the 
Ministrv of Marine, Rome, at the General Directorates of the Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, Venic>, and Taranto, as well as at the 
Technical Offices of the Navy at Genoa, Leghorn, and Terni. 

The final date by which better offers (reductions of not less than 
1-20th) than that of the provisional adjudication may be made, 
will expire at 11 a.m. on 18th February. Better offers (or greater 
rebates) must be presented at the Office of Contracts, Royal Arsenal, 


Spezia. 
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SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the British Vice-Consul at 
Belgrade, copy of conditions under which tenders 
oe ee may be made there on 30th January, 1904, for 
acti the supply of paper necessary for the State 
-_ printing offices of Servia for the years 1904 and 

1905. 

The contractor is bound to deliver to the printing offices of the 
State the quantity of paper necessary, according to the conditions, 
for a period extending from the date of the granting of the 
contract up to 3lst December, 1905, O.S. (new style, 13th J anuary, 
1906), and at the times and in the quantities as shall be necessary. 
In order that the contractor may know approximately how much 
of each quality of paper is used yearly by the State printing offices, 
the following table shows the consumption of paper for 1903. 
Approximately the same consumption is foreseen for the years 


1904 and 1905, but is not guaranteed :-— 


Quality IV ... =n hai ..- 100,000 kilos. 
- ies sis wis mee 2,000 ,, 
a 3A oe fe .-» 120,000 _,, 
53 pe a iia «| OP ns 
7 ans was bes .. S000 ';, 
& a6 ... de or a 5,000 _,, 
on oe ss “i ia io! Se 6s 
‘s 24... - sie ca 300 ,, 
° er ess ‘ia ws so, See as 
" B7 ... wit fei in 4,000 _,, 
, i so vie dhe os SR a 
Ls 38 ... ide sai ss 2,000 ,, 
a Ri a - oi 1,500 _,, 
re 63 . iis bis bins 3,000 _,, 
Grey cardboard aD hs —— = =—hlsaeooe 
White _se,, i shes ot 1 ca 
Envelopes ... , in «+ 100,000 _,, 


The prices must be fixed per kilogramme. ‘Tenders need not 
contain the prices for all the qualities of paper but can be only for 
those qualities which the contractor is inclined to undertake to 
deliver. 

Copy of the conditions offered by the Servian Government with 
specimens of the paper required, and also a table giving the 
chemical composition and the physical qualities to which each one 
of the qualities of paper must correspond, may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 


and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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CHILE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 


Drainage System 


for Santiago. 


Minister at Santiago reporting that as a result 
of the agitation in favour of a drainage system 
combined with an improved street pavement for 


Santiago, a law was finally passed by the Chilian Congress on the 
27th November authorising the President to ask for tenders for the 
work. ‘The details on which these should be based will shortly be 


made public. 


The amount to be spent sanctioned by Congress is 


fixed at 15,000,000 pesos (about 1,125,000/.). 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The ‘‘ Diario do Governo” of 31st December contains a long 


St. Louis 
Exhibition : 
Portuguese 
Participation. 


notice with respect to Portuguese exhibits at 
the St. Louis Exhibition. From this notice 
it appears that the expenses of transport of 
such exhibits, from Lisbon or Oporto to the 
exhibition ground, including expenses of 


loading and discharging, will be borne by the State, but there 
will be no special pavilion or annex constructed for them at the 


exhibition. 





FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 
DECEMBER, AND THE YEAR 1903.* 


I.—GENERAL. 


The trade returns for December, 1903, show an increase in the 
value, as compared with the corresponding month of 1902, of the 
Imports into the United Kingdom, of the Exports of British produce, 
and also of the Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The value of the Imports in December, 1903, was 52,319,6182., 
an increase of 4,148,990/., or 8°6 per cent., as compared with 
those in December, 1902, whilst the total Exports amounted to 
30,433,004/., showing an increase of 750,029/. The Exports 
of British produce alone show an increase of 403,9701., or 1:7 per 
cent., as compared with December, 1902, and those of foreign and 
Colonial merchandise an increase of 346,059/., or 6°3 per cent. 


II.—IMPORTS.t+ 


The following table shows the value of the Imports for December, 
1903, as compared with the corresponding month of 1902 and 
1901, according to the different categories of merchandise :— 


* Reference should be made to the article on ‘* The Changes in the Monthly Trade Accounts,’’ 
published at pp. 296-300 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 12th February 1903, for information 
as to the changes which have been made in these Accounts. 

+ The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance and freight; or when goods are 





consigned for sale, the latest sale value of such goods. 
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Imports from Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
















































































Increase (+)|Increase (+) 
Month ended 3lst December. or or 
Decrease (—)|Decrease (—) 
in 1903 in 1903 
as compared | as compared 
1901. | 1902. | 1903. with 1902. with 1901. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
L— 4 F904: Drink, and Tobacco— 
: Grain and flour... ..| 5,002,609 | 5,128,087 | 6,243,296 | + 1,115,209] + 1,240.687 
B Meat, including animals for food. 4,295,621 | 4,241,202 | 4,461,588 | + 220,386) + 165,967 
C. Other food and drink— 
1. Non-dutiable ...| 4,800,315 | 5,555,705 | 5,607,348} + 51,643) + 807,033 
2. Dutiable on .| 5,136,302 | 3,666,128 | 4,183,433 | + 517,305] — 952,869 
D. Tobacco a 466,393 | 471,468} 473,182) + 1,714} + 6,789 
Total, ClassI._... £/19,701,240 |19,062,590 [20,968,847 { + 1,906,257 | + I 267,607 _ 1607 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles 
Mainly Unmanufactured— 
A. Coal, coke, and patent fuel 791 251 964; + 713] + 173 
. B. Iron ore, scrap a and steel . 398,294 | 484,906 387,416} — 97,499; — 10,878 
C, Other metallic ores.. 479,618} 464,003/ 508,065; + 44,062) + 28,447 
D. Wood and timber ... ...| 1,450,553 | 1,558,148 | 1,839,928 | + 281,780) + 389,375 
E. Cotton aa ...| 6,835,098 | 7,593,391 | 8,412,274} + 818,883} + 1,577,176 
F. Wool . .| 1,714,658 | 1,826,488 | 1,869,469] + 42,981) + 154,811 
G. Other textile materials |. 1,471,736 | 1,711,539 | 1,521,003} — 190,536) + 49,267 
H. Oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 
gums , ...| 2,103,496 | 1,944,729 | 2,614,272] + 669,543) + 510,776 
I. Hides and undressed skins 596,172 668,396 537,298; — 131,098; — 58,874 
J. Materials for paper vanes 312,869 364,760 405,538 | + 40,778 | + 92,669 
K. Miscellaneous 1,770,260 | 1,743,523 | 1,932,525| + 189,002/ + 162,265 
Total, Class II. £/17,133,545 118,360,134 |20, 028, 752 + 1,668. 618 + 2,895,207 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly 
Manufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures 
thereoft ... -| 758,777] 715,898} 817,561} + 101,663 | + 63,784 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereoft.... : 1,402,187 | 1,435,073 | 1,785,581} + 350,508 | + 383,394 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements 
and instruments ... 395,737 | 410,113) 387,931] —- 22,182!— 7,806 
D. Telegraph cables and apparatus ane — 1,379 | + 1,379 | + 1,379 
E. Machinery ... | $32,021] 371,661] 354,646] — 17,015 | + 22,625 
F. Ships a us at lie aie ns 
G. Manu actures of wood and 
timber (including furniture) 184,980} 211,357] 187,883; —  23,474/ + 2,903 
H. Yarns and a fabrics— 
1. Cotton .. ne 364,717| 463.152} 457.985|— 5,167} + 93,268 
2. Wool ... ---| 859,560{ 948,207} 793,259} — 154,948 |— 66,301 
3. Other materials .| 1,386,408 | 1,643,112 | 1,540,068 | — 103,044 | + 153,660 
I. Apparel... eos 26,658 37,445] 205,016] + 167,571 | + 178,358 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and 
colours : 718,424 | 685,668} 786,082} + 100,414 | + 67,658 
K. Leatherand manufactures: thereof 
(including boots and shoes and 
gloves) , 821,491 | 966,686} 794,394] — 172,292 | — 27,097 
L, Earthenware and glass 403,580} 410,693] 453,515] +  42,822/ + 49,935 
M. Paper...  .. —.. --| 370,858 | 374,667) 454,286] + 79,619 | + 83,428 
N. Miscellaneous .| 1,784,803 | 1,917,140 | 2,166,708 | + 249,568 | + 431,905 
Total, Class IIT. £) 9.755.201 |10,590,872 [11,186,294 | + 595,422! + 1,431,093 
.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- | 
sai fied Gneluding Parcel Post) i 180,111 | 157,032] 135,725| — 21,807 | — 44,386 
48,170,628 |52,319,618 | + 4,148,990 | + 5,549,521 


Total value of Imports £ 45,770,097 | 














+t Not included under following heads. 


Comparing the values of the imports by articles last month 
with those of December, 1902, the chief increases and decreas?s 


are as shown in the following statement :— 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in December, 1903. 
Increases. 

£ £ 
( oe 446,285 (Ex. Cotton, raw... ... 815,684 
a. 2 Wheat meal and F. Sheep or lambs’ 
* 1 flour ... ... os. 251,851 Wool ... ... so 80,764 
(Maize ... ... ... 335,454 G. Flax, dressed and 
Cattle ... .. .. 196,279 IL- undressed . mn «- ee 
B. < Beef, fresh ... ... 97,915 etd, . - f Flax or linseed ... 201,931 
I. Poultry and game _ 59,116 "| Petroleum w. 435,015 
“le: aan sce coe eve 300,320 J. Wood pulp 85,612 
Potatoes oo « See ( Caoutchouc ... ... 123,334 
2 ees Manure: Nitrate of 
Raisins... ... 57,287 “ Gn ws ww «| GR 
Ce. < Sugar, refined, and A. Steel, unwrought, or 
sugar candy «. 55,882 part wrought ... 51,290 
L ae 361,032 = | Copper ... 123,980 
Wood and timber, IIL.- 1 Tin ... 88,784 
IL? pb eae 74,543 *) Hs. Jute manufactures 111,215 
1. 5 Wood and timber, M. Paper, strawboard, 
L L sawn or split ... 224,790 millboard, and 
q wood pulpboard 654,502 
Decreases. 
£ £ 
(, sBacon... .. «.. 141,607 (  f{ Hemp, dressed and 
" Hams... ... .. 77,653 | 7, _|G.{ _ undressed... ... 133,345 
Fish, cured or td y CSUte acs ccd ace FOG1E4 
I. ¢ C salted ... ... 188,314 _— ‘I. Goat skins, un- 
} Apples, raw ooo §©=—. 88, 737 L dressed .. 64,862 
(Lard ... .. .. 226,201 Hi, Cotton manufac- 
(C2. Cocoa, raw. eee 61,202 tures of all sorts 88,597 
B. Ironore... ... 94,510 He Woollen manufac- 
I] ) F, Goats’ wool (mo- IJI.< tures of all sorts 108,599 
hair) oe .- 66,601 Hs. Silk manufactures 
of all sorts 159,413 
(Kk. Leather... 119,136 





The following instances of increase in value combined with 


decrease in quantity, or vice versd, may be noted, viz. :— 


Increase. Decrease. 


(A.  Offals of corn and grain, includ- 











ing rice meal ... ‘as ... 66,406 cwts. ... £3,837 
B. Beef, salted — nie ao «+ —~« £2,298 
(Cheese... one _ ow. 8180 ~ « Grae 
Bananas, raw __.«.. oe oo. £12,688 ose 31,674 bunches 
I. on 2 Nuts used as fruit, other than 
; almonds... _ ove we £4,023 oce 8,810 cwts. 
Oranges ... inn one ooo £1,597 we 17,817 _,, 
LOnions __... . eee ..- 45,537 bushels £3,351 
| C2. Sugar, unrefined . in .-. £39,755 29,099 cwts. 
(D. Tobacco, manufactured, and snuff £32,835 ost 60,558 lbs. 
F. Raw cotton _ ses .. . £815,684 ove 174,061 cwts. 
ll.J a. { Cotton seed on —_ on 928 tons ... £20,692 
: {| Gum arabic one - cco ]©6=— A OWE, cee £2,845 
I Sheep skins, undressed . .. £5,314 77,442 number 
L Chinaware or porcelain and 
earthenware 1,428 cwts. ... £1,820 
III, Brooms and brushes . ... 5,016 dozens £2,150 
N. | Paraffine and paraffine wax... £4,410 eee 120 cwts. 
Soap and soap powder ... ee £2,273 ove 5,429 _,, 


IIT.—EXPORTS.* 


The following table shows the value of the Exports of British 
produce for the month of December, 1903, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1902 and 1901, and the increase or 


decrease in each principal category :— 





* The values of the Exports represents the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board 


the ship, and are known as the “‘ free on board’ values. 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in December, 1903. 





Exports of British Produce. 








Month ended 3lst December. 











Increase (+-)| Increase (+) 


Decrease (—) 


or 





or 


‘Decrease (—) 



















































































+ Not included under following heads. 











— in 1903 in 1903 
| as compared | as compared 
1901. | 1902. 1903. with 1902. | with 1901. 
£ & £ | £ £ 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— Ss = 
A. Grain and tiour Ae 92,900 135,176 | 136,136 | + 960| + 43,236 
B. Meat, including animals for food| 68,966 37,681 63,760 | + 26,079 | — 5,206 
C. Other food and drink 1,077,540 | 1,256,457 1,097,670} — 158,787 | + 20,130 
D. Tobacco S re 77,358 51,023) 60,221) + 9,198; — 17,137 
Total, Class I £) 1,316,764 | 1,480,337  1,357.787 | — 122,550) + . 41,023 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | | - 
A. Coal, coke and patent fuel 2,267,979 | 2,282,194 | 2,207,005 } [— 75,189 be 60,974 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel 10,754 31,079 | 29,015) — 2,064 | + 18,261 
C. Other metallic ores... 6,243 8,672 | 12, 791} + 4,119 | + 6,548 
D. Wood and timber ... 1,331 3,650 2,495 | — 1,155 + 1,164 
E. Cotton ” am _ — — _— | one | — 
F. Wool . A. 59,912 138,972 104,059 | — 34,913; + 44,147 
G. Other textile materials 13,367 16,703 13,471 | a= 3,232 | + 104 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats and | 
gums.. - 264,483 266,652 237,591 | — 29,061 | — 26,892 
I. Hides and undressed skins 25,761 43,943 135,566 } + 91, 623 | + 109,805 
J. Materials for paper making 33,494 36,673 33,952 | — 2,721 | + 458 
K. Miscellaneous cue 158,030 160,987 159,545 — 1,142 | + 1,815 
Total, Class II. £) 2,841,354 | 2,989,525 | 2,935,790 | — _53 735| + 94,436 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly 
Manufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures 
thereof t 1,963,598 | 2,635,418 | 2,294,303 | — 341,115} + $30,705 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereof+ ... ..| 612,153} 497,603} 581,387} + 83,784); — 30,766 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements 
and instruments ... 344,163 377,902 396,284 | + 18,382} + 52,121 
D. Telegraph cables and i apparatus. 37,572} 106,591 43,237 | — 63,354) + 5,665 
E. Machinery .| 1,352, "459 | 1,572,031 | 1,850,330 | + 278,249; + 497,871 
F. Ships (new) . 1,950,847 | 252,461] 249217) — 3,244 | — 1,701,630 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim- 
ber (including furniture) 111,607 152,386 122,364 | — 30,022} + 10,757 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— 
1. Cotton... 6,579,831 | 6,172,595 | 6,501,782 | + 329,187] — 78,049 
2. Wool 1,785, 405 | 2,078,319 | 2,277,823} + 199,504) + 492,418 
3. Other materials 1013,802 | 1.077.350 | 1/161,099| + 83,749] + 147,297 
I. Apparel ' .» wf 633,689} 712,258] 532,224] — 180,034] — 101,465 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and 
colours , 823,917 $54,176} 971,675) + 117,499} + 147,758 
K. Leather and manufactures thereof 
(including boots and shoes, and 
gloves) = ine 397,258 | 449,896 401,349 | — 48,547 | + 4,091 
L. Earthenware and glass 224,470 | 248,696] 261,532) + 12,836| + 37,062 
M. Paper... ws 128,676} 143,506] 147,794] + 4,288|/ + 19,118 
N. Miscellaneous 1,792,001 | 1,977,828 | 2,019,913 | + 42,085) + 227,912 
Total, Class III. £/19,751.448 |19,309,066 19,812,313 | + 503,247] + 60,865. 
IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- 
fied (including Parcel Post) £| 404,211 429,605 {| 506,613| + 77,008; + 102,402 
Total value of > pean of 
British produce .. £/24,313,777 |24,208,533 (24,612,503 + 403,970; + 298,726 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Produce. 
£ | £ £ £ ; 
Total value... 5,912,247 | 5,474,442 5,820,501; + 346,059; — 91,746 
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Cunitiiniie the values of the exports of British produce and 
manufactures in December, 1903, by articles, with those of 
December, 1902, the chief increases and decreases are as follows:— 





Increases. 
& 
(B. Copper, unwrought and wrought ove «-- 106,408 
E, Machinery other than steam engines ... --- 289,390 
( Cotton yarn one one oe one -- 187,658 
III.-{ H1 ~ Cotton piece-goods - one coe §6=—: 0 8 544 
Cotton manufactures of other sorts ona --. 62,985 
ae Worsted yarn ose one eee son .. 62,354 
es Woollen tissues... oe ane _ ... 119,893 
Decreases. 
£ 
I. cc. Spirits, British and Irish . és -_ w- 65,445 
II. <A. Coal, coke and patent fuel _ .. 75,189 
A. Tron and steel and manufactures thereof we 341,115 
ITI, }E Apparel and slops ... _ ove _ ..» 168,179 
K. Bootsand shoes ... ‘ae lia won ... 69,903 


The following instances of increase in value combined with 
decrease in quantity, or vice versd, may be noted, viz. :— 


Increase. Decrease. 
A. Coal, coke and patent fuel --. 85,023 tons woe £75,189 
I] C. Metallic ores other than iron ore £4,119 aes 1,421 tons. 
H. Grease one ies we 4,260 cwts. coe £13,657 
H1. Cotton piece-goods — - £78,544 ...22,863,800 yds. 
Ill _— f Wool combed or carded and tops £2 604 ... 13,700 lbs. 
"* ) Carpets... “ we -~ 83.200 yds. ... £2,676 


IV.—_TRADE FOR THE YEAR 1903. 


The following table shows the value of the Imports from foreign 
countries and British possessions for the twelve months ended the 
31st December last, as compared with the two previous years :— 
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Imports from Foreign Countries and British Possessions.* 








Vear ended _e~s (+) nee C+) 
3lst December. Decrease (—)| Decrease (—) 
ee in 19€3 in 1903 
as compared | as compared 
1901, | 1902. 1903. with 1902. | with 1901. 
| 
£ £ £ £ £ 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— | 
A. Grain and flour... se ...| 65,209,491) 66,774,329) 70,505,676, + 3,731,347 | + 5,296,185 
B. Meat, including animals for food) 50,389,778; 48,149,424) 50,398,368) + 2,248,944 | + 8,590 
C. Other food and drink— 
1. Non-dutiable... ...| 96,889,412) 61,535,264) 63,711.058) + 2,175,794 | + 6,821,646 
2. Dutiable ...| 47,527,326) 42,152,288] 43,712,711) + 1,560,423 | — 3,814,615 
D. Tobacco 4,745,858) 5,792,353 4,177,944] —- 1,614,409 | — 567,944 
Total, Class I. £ | 224,761,895/ 224,403,658 |232,505,757| + 8,102,09 + 7,743,862 


II.—Raw Materials and Articles 


Mainly Unmanufactured— | 
A. Coal, coke and patent fuel 22,223) 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel 4,672,336 
C. Other metallic ores... ...| 5,709,062 
D. Wood and timber ... ...| 24,562,445 
E. Cotton : sia ...| 42,061,580 
F. Wool ... nes “ ...| 23,784,353 
G. Other textile materials ... ...| 12,862,049 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 

gums Ja =u om os. | 23,208,132 
I. Hides and undressed skins “aa 8,001,576 
J. Materials for paper making  ..| 3,453,306 
K. Miscellaneous _ ...| 18,862.620 


Total Class II. 


III.—Articles Wholly or Maimly 


Manufactured— 


A. Iron and steel and manufactures! 


thereoft ... = iii | 961,734 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereof + vee nee vee, 20,072,697 
C, Cutlery, hardware, implements) ; 
andinstruments ..  ... —.,|_ 4,392,916 
D. Telegraph cables and apparatus..| — 
E. Machinery .. vee eee ge | 39963,029 
F. Ships (new) ... oh adie a _ 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim-' 
ber (including furniture) 2,283,313 
H. Yarns and textile fubrics— 
1. Cotton... ...| 4,999,220 
2. Wool sie ..., 11,894,402 
3. Other materials .. | 20,607,705 
I. Apparel mel eee? a2 | 267,455 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and| 
colours ip ah sil. - ge 
K. Leather and manufactures thereof! 


(including boots and shoes, and) 
- ...| 11,559,390 


gloves) ee 
. Earthenware and glass 
. Paper sis - 
. Miscellaneous 


Total, Class III. ... 


whe 


IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- 


fied (including Parcel Post) 
Total 


...| 21,936,740 



























= 


























1,255,793 
618,988 
22,309 

+ 986,704 


— 





| 








+ 6,358,814 





£/ 167,199,982 


4,528,499 
4,342.234 














4,101 3,987) — 114 
5,091,972) 4,888,702} — 203,270 
5,414,737| 5,924,657| + 509,920 
25,186,719) 27,118,124) + 1,931,405 
41,269,095] 45,025,584) + 3,756,489 
22,859,881) 23,463,587| + 603,706 
13,574,349] 12,007,321| — 1,567,028 
25,234,400] 24,463,925) — 770,475 
8,019,045) 7,382,588} — 636,457 
3,286,773| 3,430,997; + 44224 
19,005,484] 19,849,324; + 843,540 

| 
169 046 55€/173,558,796| + 4,512,240 


| 





7,969,925| 8,662,400] + 752,475 
19,073,337] 18,511,196] — 562,141 
4,423,035] 4,235,694] — 187,341 
on 57,560] + 57,360 
4,761,108] 4,448,963} — 312,145 
a 57,985| + 57,985 
2,465,674| 2,344,918) — 120,756 
6,007,969] 7,376,328} + 1,368,359 
13,010,508] 11,367,486] — 1,643,022 
21,491,289] 19,511,281] — 1,980,008 
421,965) 3,476,439] + 3,054,474 

| 
9,026,584 8,846,688} — 179,896 

| 
11,346,255} 11,313,921] — 32,334 
4,678,473| 4,780,700] + 102,227 
4.537.674} 4,843,682| + 306,008 





23,326,079) 24,824,049) + 1,497,970 


+ 1,100,666 


— 1,561,501 
— 117,222 
+ 57,360 
+ 485,934 
+ 57,985 
+ 61,605 
+ 2,377,108 
— 526,916 


— 1,096,424 
+ 3,208,984 
213,892 


245,469 
252,201 
501.448 
+ 2,887,309 


++| 





£ 127,429,914) 132 479,875 134,659,0 


— 





2,598,407; 2,461,185 2,182,682 


90| + 2,179,215 





+ 7,229,176 








£/£91,99( 


| 


21,990,198 528,391,274 542,906,325 





— 278,503 | — 415,725 
+ 14,515,051 |+ 20,916,127 








* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance and freight; or when goods are 
consigned for sale, the latest sale value of such goods. 
+t Not included under following heads. 


The value of the Exports of home produce and of foreign and 
colonial produce during the year 1903, as compared with 1902 


and 1901, is as shown in the subjoined table :— 
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Exports of British Produce. * 




























































































Twelve Months ended Incr a (+) —— (+) 
3lst December. Decrease (—)|Decrease (—) 
. _| in 1903 in 1903 
as compared | 4s compared 
1901. 1902. 1903. with 1902. | with 1901. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— 
A. Grain and flour... 1,076,057; 1,251,976) 1,618,004) +  366,028|; + 541,947 
B. Meat, including animals for food. 670,551 626,815 666,078) + 39,265 | — 4,473 
C. Other food and drink .| 13,108,980} 14,532,234) 13,422,813) — 1,109,421; + 313,833 
D. Tobacco 750,644 707,414 655,595} — 51,819; — 95,049 
Total, Class I. £) 15,606,232 i, 118, 437| 16, 362,490} — 755,947) + 756,258 
II.— Raw Materials and Articles 
Mainly Unmanufactured— 
A. Coal, coke, and patent fuel .| 30,334,748} 27,581,136] 27,262,779] — 318,357] — 3,071,969 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron, and steel . 284,944 336,763 455,220; + 118,457) + 170,276 
C. Other metallic ores... eee 55,074 68,469 134,844; +- 66,375 | + 79,770 
D. Wood and timber ... 16,020 25,552 51,042) +  25,490/ + 35,022 
K. Cotton on —_ _ — —_ _ 
F. Wool . ; 513,568; 929,839) 1,092,441) + 162,602; + 578,873 
G. Other textile materials 141,800; 184,689 128,385, — 56,304; — 13,415 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 
gums .. ...| 2,815,043) 3,132,895) 2,976,743] — 156,152| + 161,700 
I. Hides and undressed skins $30,361; 375,931] 1,279,331] + 903,400] + 948,970 
J. Materials for paper making 382,670; 379,037 409,647} + 30,610} + 26,977 
K. Miscellaneous ous 1,425,161; 1,583,361) 1,589,807) + 6,446) + 164,646 
} 
Total, Class IT. £} 36,299,389) 34,597,672) 35,380,239] + 782,567; — 919,150 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | 
Manufactured— 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures 
thereoft .| 25,008,757! 28,877,337; 30,453,190) -++ 1,575,853 | + 5,444,433 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereoft 6,832,223) 6,269,652) 6,961,153) + 691,501] + 128,930 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements 
andinstruments ... 4,175,441) 4,384,672) 4,636,606) + 251,934} + 461,165 
D. Telegraph cables and apparatus 3,147,985| 2,838,641; 1,808,136; — 1,030,505 | — 1,339,849 
E. Machinery .. _| 17,812,344] 18,754,815; 20,065,916) + 1,311,101 | + 2,253,572 
F. Ships ae ...| 9,149,444 en 4,285,485) — 1,586,090 | — 4,863,959 
G. Manufactures of wood and 
timber (including furniture) 1,077,503} 1,470,124) 1,510,516) + 40,392| + 433,013 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
1. Cotton... .| 73,685,614) 72,458, 100/ 73,626,797) -+ 1,168,697 | — ~- 58,817 
2. Wool ... "“! 21'690,360| 23,307,987| 25,386,799] + 2,078,812 | + 3,696,439 
3. Other materials .| 11,757,324 12,190, 122) 12,646,108} + 455,986; + 888,784 
I. Apparel ; = ...| 6,808,277 lee | 7,061,321) + 43,955) + 753,044 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and 
colours - | 10,963,497/ 11,559,057; 12,079,554) + 520,497 | + 1,116,057 
K. Leatherand manufactures thereof 
(including boots and shoes and | 
gloves) - 4,092,008} 4,410,828) 4,955,735) + 544,907) + 863,727 
L. Earthenware and glass aa 3,049,952 2,997, 529; 3,278,797 + 281,268; + 228,845 
M. Paper... - eco ...| 1,668,577} 1,672, 704 1,797,861; +  125,157| + 129,284 
N. Miscellaneous ...| 22,903,905) 22,956,518 23'837,473 + 880,955; + 933,568 
Total, Class III. £)223,823,211 227,537,027|234,891.447| a 4 354. 420 + 11,068,236 
IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- 
fied (including Parcel Post) £} 4,293,544 4,170,830] 4,256,105} + 85,275; — 37,439 
Total value... £1280,022,376|283,423,966|290,890,281| + 7,466,315 | +10,867,905 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Produce. 
~ 
| £ £ £ £ £ 
Total value... cco ot 67,841,892' 65,814,813) 69,557,035) + 3,742,222 1,715,443 
| 














-* The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board 
& ship and are known as the “ free on board’ values. 


+ Not included under following heads. 
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V.—SHIPPING IN DECEMBER, 1903. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
the month ended December, 1903, amounted to 3,434,198 tons, 
and the tonnage cleared to 3,840,481 tons, as against 3,220,357 tons 
entered and 3,684,640 tons cleared in the month of December, 
1902. With regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered 
with cargoes during December 1903, amounted to 2,577,729 tons, 
and the tonnage cleared to 2,546,471 tons, as against 2,543,402 
tons entered, and 2,533,643 tons cleared in December, 1902. — 


VI.—TWELVE MONTHS’ SHIPPING (JANUARY-DECEMBER). 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, 
during the twelve months ended 31st December, 1903, amounted 
to 39,903,017 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 47,399,966 tons, as 
against 37,904,313 tons entered and 44,802,088 tons cleared in the 
similar period of the year 1902. With regard to the coasting trade, 
the tonnage entered with cargoes during the twelve months of 
1903 amounted to 31,451,741 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 
31,057,200 tons, as against 31,455,299 tons entered and 31,120,236 
tons cleared in the twelve months of 1902. 





TRADE OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 


The following summary table has been prepared at the Board of 
Trade, showing the total imports and exports of merchandise of 
the principal countries for which the particulars can be given up 
to October, 1903, inclusive, and referring in all cases to the 
same period, viz., the ten months ended October. ‘The corre- 
sponding figures for 1902 and 1901 are added for comparison :— 























Imports.+ | Exports (Domestic). 
Ten Months ended October. | Ten Months ended October. 
| 
1901. | 1902. | 1903. 1961. 1902. 1203. 

l | 

£ £ | £ £ £ 
Belgium* ae ...| 71,157,000 | 76,852,000 | 81,399,000 | 56,686,000 | 60,146,000 | 63,547,000 
France... vP ...| 145,228,000 | 144,093,000 | 152,552,000 | 131,789,000 | 138,866,000 | 137,735,000 
Spain’... wie ...| 27,366,000 | 26,199,000 | 26,840,000 | 22,186,000 | 24,408,000 | 25,875,000 
Italy ... ebe ..-| 56,814,000 | 57,386,000 | 59,945,000 | 45,024,000 | 46,589,000 | 47,727,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| 56,196,000 | 59,095,000 | 63,181,000 | 64,230,000 | 65,564,000 | 72,304,000 
Egypt ... kis ..-| 12,544,000 | 12,204,000 | 13,729,000 | 11,851,000 | 12,677,000 | 13,493,000 
United States... —...|. 151,651,000 | 164,495,000 | 175,153,000 | 243,445,000 | 221,702,000 | 234,623,000 
Japan...  ... «sf 22,426,000 | 22,314,000 | 27,086,000 | 20,273,000 | 20,575,000 | 23,858,000 
British India...  ...| 45,884,000 | 43,437,000 | 44,964,000 | 64,666,000 | 69,007,000 | 79,748,000 
Canada ss vee} 31,949,000 | 35,552,000 | 43,179,000 | 29,710,000 | 34,080,000 | 35,913,000 
United Kingdom _ ...| 371,891,000 | 380,702,000 | 382,973,000 | 233,127,000 | 234,636,000 | 243,240,000 

















+ See note on next page. 





* Value of principal arti:zies only. 
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A comparison of the total figures for the eleven months ended 
30th November is possible for tour countries, as follows, viz. :— 











Imports (See Note). Exports (Domestic). 
Eleven Months ended November. Eleven Months ended November. 
1901. 1902. 1903. 1901. | 1902. 1903. 
£ £ £ £ | £ £ 
Belgium* peu we-| 77,030,000 83,955,000 89,475,000 62,919,000 66,499,000 70,014,000 
France.. + eee} 158,960,000 | 159,093,000 | 168,955,000 | 146,043,000 | 153,559,000 | 152,254,000 
United States ...| 166,769,000 | 182,283,000 | 191,204,000 | 271,457,000 | 247,366,000 | 267,624,000 





United Kingdom _ ...| 413,572,000 | 420,425,000 | 426,867,000 

















255,969,000 | 259,284,000 266,278,000 





* Value of principal articles only. 


NotE.—lIn the case of Belgium, France, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
Japan, Canada, and United Kingdom, the import figures given in 
the above summaries represent imports for home consumption 
only, z.e., excluding re-exports. In all cases the export figures 
represent exports ot domestic produce. 


The latest figures available as regards other countries from 
which returns are received by the Board of Trade, are as follow :— 

















: Imports. | Exports (Domestic). 
1901. 1902. 1903. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903. 
| 
£ £ £ | £ | £ £ 


Russia (a) (8 months)} 37,551,000} 36,006,000! 40,690,000 | 47,877,000 | 51,958,000 | 63,069,000 
Germany (9 months) | 201,870,000 | 207,677,000 | 219,739,000 | 161,891,000 | 171,262, 000 183,059,000 
Portugal (8 months) 9,069,000 8,100,000 9,046,000 | 4,176,000 | 4,184,000 | 4,420,000 
Mexico(b) (8 months) 8,336,000 9,724,000 | 10,210,000; 9,095, 000 | 10,190,000 | 11,468,000 














(a) European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

(6) The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into English 
currency at the rate of 4s. The values of the exports are stated in silver, and the dollar has been 
converted into English currency for the years ended 30th June, 1901, 1902, 1903, at 2s., 1s. 93d., and 
ls. 8d. respectively; 1s. 9d. has been taken for the first two months (July and August) of the 
year 1903-4. The figures include bullion and specie. 


For detailed particulars regarding the trade of the several 
countries, reference should be made to the “ Accounts relating to 
the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions ” (54 X./1903), including figures received up to 3lst 
December, published by Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, at 43d. 





COTTON CULTIVATION IN RHODESIA. 


The following particulars relative to experiments in cotton 
cultivation made in Rhodesia have been furnished to the Board of 
Trade. 

About 35 acres have already been grown near Salisbury. The 
results so far are said to be satisfactory. Samples, from small 
patches of cotton grown from seed sent out 18 months ago, have 
all been well reported on, and the product of Egyptian seed 
appears to retain its characteristics. 
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The climate in Rhodesia is considered to be quite suitable ; it is 
not thought that the rainy season will be a drawback, and there is 
said to be very little danger of frost. Men’s wages in Rhodesia 
are ls. a day and no food, and women and children 6d., and little 
difficulty is anticipated in getting sufficient labour for cotton 
growing. ‘The natives take far more readily to agricultural than 
to mining work, and a favourable feature is that women and 
children can be largely employed in picking the cotton, which is 
the operation that requires most labour. The Rhodesia Railways, 
Limited, will give every possible facility as regards carriage and 
freight ; it is not thought, therefore, that the question of transport 
will present any difficulty. 

An expert who has been engaged by a Syndicate, which has just 
been formed to carry out further experiments, is about to travel in 
Rhodesia with a view of ascertaining the most suitable districts 
for cotton growing. Next season he will superintend the planting 
and growing of at least 400 acres. If this is successful, it is 
intended to grow cotton on a much larger scale. 





GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA IN 1902-3. 


The following particulars relating to economic enquiries carried 
out by the Geological Survey of India are taken from the general 
report, by the Director of that Department, for the year 
1902-3 :— 


Coal.—The coal investigations were carried out on the Shillong 
Plateau, Assam, by Mr. P. N. Bose, and in the Mianwali District 
of the Punjab by Mr. R. R. Simpson. Mr. Bose discovered some 
rolled fragments of coal in a stream about four miles west of 
Barapani, near Shillong, towards the close of the season 1901-2. 
Following up the discovery in the season under review, he success- 
fully traced the origin of the coal to some outcrops situated close 
to the head waters of a stream known as the Um Rileng at the 
foot of Dinghie Hill, about two miles west of the Shillong- 
Gauhati cart-road. The outcrops are much concealed by jungle 
and superficial deposits, but a systematic search and prospecting 
operations laid bare a fairly good section, in which several horizons 
of good coal were found, the most important seams of which are 
two of 4 feet and 6 feet 6 inches in thickness respectively. The 
work of testing the field, which is within 11 miles from Shillong, 
was undertaken by the Public Works Department, with the assis- 
tance and advice of Mr. Bose. Two pits put down at selected 
distances from the outcrop, in the hope of meeting the seams and 
thus proving the horizontal extension of the coal, reached respec- 
tively 28 and 21 feet, when difficulties arose from the influx of 
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water, and it was decided to continue the test by boring. The 
Director hopes that an attempt will be made to carry out the work 
more energetically. 

In the Punjab four groups of deposits were examined, which are 
distinguished as follows :—(1) Kalabagh area, (2) Kuch area, (3) 
between Kuch and Sagruto summit, (4) Mulla Khel and Sultan 
Khel area. The Kalabagh deposits were found very variable in 
quality and thickness of workable seams, and the estimate of about 
50,000 tons of available fuel is based on the assumption that an 
average thickness of 4“feet would be maintained over the strike of 
500 feet. At Kuch, about six miles further north and less favour- 
ably situated for transport to the Indus, a rough estimate was made 
of 11,000 tons of available coal for a seam averaging about 16 
inches in thickness. The coal seams opened by drives in the 
ground between Kuch and the Sagruto peak are not considered to 
be worth working. A more promising result was obtained in the 
fourth area examined. From the outcrop seen in the Barochi 
Gorge about two miles north of Mulla Khel, a seam, varying from 
1 foot to 4 feet in thickness, was traced for about six miles to the 
south to a point west of Sultan Khel. Samples taken from this 
seam and from the three other areas are now being examined in 
the laboratory, and when the assays are complete a report will be 
submitted on the probable value of, and best method of, attacking 


these deposits. 


Chromite-—Chrome-iron deposits were investigated in the Peshin 
and Zhob districts, Baluchistan. One of the most promising 
localities occurs about two miles east of Khanozai, in the Peshin 
district, where Mr. Vredenburg specially investigated a vein-like 
mass about 400 feet long, with an average breadth of 5 feet. The 
vein consists of almost pure ore of great richness. An analysis 
made in the laboratory ot the Department gave over 54 per cent. 
of chromium sesquioxide, and some parts of the vein show an even 
higher percentage. The locality is connected by an excellent road 
with Khanai railway station, 17 miles distant. 


Fire-clay.— The deposits noticed near Jowai, Assam, were, at the 
request of the Chief Commissioner, re-examined and sampled for 
testing. The tests showed that the material forms excellent fire- 


bricks, capable of standing a great heat. 


Geld.— During 1901-2 a survey was undertaken of the districts 
of Chota Nagpur for gold, on account, as the report says, of the 
numerous statements which have been made in the past about 
finds of gold and of the occurrence of ancient workings. ‘The area 
examined covers part of the districts of Manbhum and Singhbum, 
with the tributary States of Gangpur, Bonai, Udepur, and Jashpur. 

The opinion to which the Director has been led by the survey is 
as follows :— 
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“Gold being a metal of very wide distribution and one which 
can be profitably worked in rocks carrying such small quantities, 
one is never safe in assuming, from a few scattered observations, 
that it certainly does not exist in payable quantities in any area of 
crystalline rocks. In the case of Chota Nagpur, without asserting 
that payable gold deposits do not possibly exist, the results of the 
present enquiry have not included a single instance which could be 
reasonably regarded as a legitimate mining proposition. 

“Two doubtful prospecting propositions-were discovered, where, 
on commercial principles, further search for auriferous veins may 
be regarded as a justifiable venture.” 

The prospects for alluvial workings are scarcely brighter. 
Hydraulic mining is out of the question on account of lack of 
water and the poverty of gold contents. One possible exception 
from the general condemnation is indicated on the Brahmini River, 
near Durjing, in Bonai. 

The report goes on to say :—‘‘It should be understood that the 
operations which have been conducted have not exhausted the 
possibilities of the area. Gold is undoubtedly widely distributed— 
indeed almost universal—in the country examined, and future 
explorations may possibly reveal an instance of local concentration 
in payable quantities. But the results so far obtained, of a fairly 
conducted exploration, are sufficient to show that in the absence of 
such definite evidence, gold-prospecting in this area could not, 
except in the possible instances named, be honestly recommended 
as a reasonable venture. The search for the precious metal in 
Chota Nagpur is an ancient one, but the geologists found no signs 
of extensive and deep ancient workings as is the case in the 
auriferous tracts of Southern India.” 


Iron and Manganese.—In connection with the Dhar Forest 
Survey, the rich iron ore deposits received some attention, but it 
is stated that the main and, at present, insuperable difficulty 
in connection with the development of these ores on a large scale 
is the absence of mineral fuel. The manganese ores, which are 
also widely distributed in the same district, are to be the subject 
of a special report to the Dhar Durbar. 


Lead.—A lode of galena discovered in Dargoti State wa: 
examined north-east of Simla; the opinion expressed, supportec 
by assays, is that the ore-body is neither rich enough nor larg 
enough for successful exploitation. 


Petroleam.—Regarding the investigation of a possible oil fieH 
near Pakoku district, Upper Burma, northward, the report says :— 
“The structure is that of a productive oil field, and it is possible 
that a remunerative supply of oil could be obtained, although 
owing to the formation, the oil will not be obtainable at the 
pressure which gives rise to the flowing wells of Yenangyat.” 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS OF 
SOUTHERN CHINA. 


The following article on the trade and shipp 
Treaty Ports of Southern China, including 


ing 
the inland ports of 


of the 


Lungchow, Szemao, Mengtsz and Yatung, completes the account of 


the trade of all the ‘Treaty 


Ports of China for 1902. 


Previous 


articles on the Northern Ports, the ports of the Yangtze Kiang 
and the Central Ports appeared in the issues of the ‘“‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the Ist and 29th October, and the 19th 


November. 


The Ports of Southern China are eleven in number, 


viz., Canton, Wuchow and Samshui on the West River (Si-Kiang), 
Kowloon opposite to Hong-Kong: Lappa at the entrance to the 
West River, the point nearest to the Portuguese colony at Macao: 
Kiungchow on the island of Hainan: Pakhoi: Lungchow on the 
border of Kwangsi and Tonkin: Mengtsz and Szemao, the ports 
for Southern Yunnan: and Yatung on the borders of Tibet. 

The net values of the Imports into these ports, excepting 
Yatung* (distinguishing foreign and native imports), for each of 


the years 1900, 1901, and 1902 were as follow: 





































































| 1900. | 1901. 1902. 
Ports. | 
Foreign. | Native. | Foreign. Native. Foreign. Native. 

H.'‘raels, ; H. ‘Taels. H. ‘laels. H. ‘Taels. H. Taels. H. Taets. 
Canton ... 13,627,664 | 17,718,511 | 16,514,578 | 19,839,346 | 16,504,924 | 23,748,818 
Wuchow 4,496,811 | 89,681 | 5,552,443 92,467 | 3,336,511 162,202 
Samshui 1,430,307 35,819 | 1,552,065 42,740 | 1,198,953 63,831 
Kowloon 20,768,638 | 5,451,195 | 18,956,231 | 7,252,683 | 22,092,223 | 7,009,483 
Lappa ... 3,943,202 | 3,989,138 3,625,890 4,733,905 5,570,095 5,400,105 
Kiungchow 2,023,150 | 1,545 2,293,073 7,425 3,383,676 3,314 
Pakhoi ... 2,042,920 37,512 2,093,586 22,706 1,877,276 9,553 

Lungchow 123,324 = 156,965 o 70,881 — 

Mengtsz 2,963,242 | -— 3,748,339 ~- 3,687 ,444 _ 

Szemao... 150,195 | ~ 209,381 one 147,148 a 
Total H.Taels | 51,639,453 | 27,323,401 | 54,702,551 | 31,991,272 | 57,869,131 | 36,397,306 
£1! 8,015,000 | 4,241,000 | 8,105,661 } 4,740,870 | 7,522,986 | __ 4,731,649 








The total values of the native produce of local origin exported 
irom the same ten ports in 1900, 1901, and 1902 were as in the 


Hllowing table :— 




















| 
Ports. | 1900. 1901. 1902. 
| H.Taels. | H.Yaels. | 4H. Taels. 
Canton 21,058,997 | 23,636,340 | 39,490,965 
Wuciow | - 1,939,571 | 1,851,333 3,986,661 
Samsaui 816,756 | 1,012,661 926,787 
Kowlcn 20,857,760 |  2¥,919,708 17,682,574 
Lappa 5,640,7297 | 6,246,6177 §,928,178+ 
Kiungchow ... 1,658,538 | 2,129,368 2,185,502 
Pakhoi ata 1,796,034 | 2,105,605 1,411,895 
Lungchow 9,186 | 7,529 6,178 
Mengtsz 2,439,088 | 3,066,934 3,688,085 
Szemao 35,316 | 35,268 36,484 
as ( H.Taels| 56,251,975 | 63,011,863 74,443,309 
) £ 8,731,000 | 9,336,839 9,677,629 














* For an account of the trade of Yatung see the last part of this article. 
+ To Macao and Hong-Kong only. 
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The equivalents given in sterling are calculated at the average 
value of the Haikwan Tael in the respective years, viz. :—in 1900 
ds. 14d., in 1901 2s. 11;%d., and in 1902 2s. 73d. 

With regard to the shipping at the Treaty Ports of Southern 
China the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared (steamers and sailing vessels) at the 
ports of Canton, Wuchow, Samshui, Kiungchow, and Pakhoi in 
1901 and 1902. For the Ports of Lappa and Kowloon similar 
statistics are not available, and Lungchow, Szemao, Mengtsz and 
Yatung are inland places without shipping under general regula- 
tions. The table distinguishes British, Chinese, German, American, 
French and Portuguese vessels, and gives the percentage of the 
total tonnage represented by the respective flags. 




















1901. 1902. 

Nationality. Per Cent.|| | Per Cent. 

No. Tons. of total|| No. | Tons. | of total 

Tonnage. | | | Tonnage. 

} 

British ... | 5,394 | 3,609,341 | 65-9 | 5,798 3,809,538 | 61° 
Chinese seu ..-| 6,148 566.607 10°3 7,617 858,568 13°9 
German one eee 740 647,936 | 11°8 819 668,755 10°8 
French ig taal le 468,959 | 86 || 1,186 561,206 9-1 
American ...  ...| 57 63,193 1-2 213 44,409 7 
Portuguese ... me 600 45,950 8 388 32,296 5 
All others... ond 86 78,178 1°4 240 216,754 3°5 
Totals ... -»-| 13,991 5,480,164 | 100°0 16,261 6,191,526 | 100°0 


























The above figures do not include the entries and clearances of 
steam vessels plying from and to Canton, Wuchow, Samshui and 
Pakhoi under the Inland Steam Navigation Regulations. 

Yatung.—The Acting Commissioner of Customs at Yatung in 
his annual report remarks that on reviewing the trade at that 
mart for the year 1902 one is struck by the fact that, after m 
existence of nearly a decade, the volume of trade has failed to 
show that advance that might reasonably have been expected. 
It is, however, essentially misleading to speak of the trade of 
Yatung, for Yatung is merely a geographical position absolutely 
without any trade or resources of its own. Only scanty crops of 
barley, turnips and buckwheat are grown in the Chumbi Valley, 
which are insufficient for the wants of the people, and large 
quantities of maize and other foodstuffs are imported from Sikkim. 
The transport of merchandise that is taken cognizance of at Yatung 
is merely an exchange of products between Phari (in Tibet) on 
the one hand, and Kalimpong (in Sikkim) on the other vié Yatung 
and the Jalep Pass. This traffic—estimated for the year under 
review at Rs. 1,577,175, an increase of Rs. 59,620 over that 
of the preceding year—is conducted by a few Tibetan, Tomo, 
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and Chinese merchants, whose demands are supplied at Kalim- 
pong, Darjeeling, and Calcutta almost exclusively by native 


dealers. 


of the mart cannot be gainsaid, but to an extent utterly d 
proportionate to its possibilities of expansion. 
supineness and want of enterprise on the part of the mercantile 
community generally must, in a great measure, be ascribed the fact 
that the capabilities of the region are apparently unknown and its 
requirements still uncatered for. 
more satisfactory footing the volume of trade is capable of con- 
siderable expansion, for, even under existing conditions, demand 
on both sides of the frontier continues to increase. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and the 
exports from Tibet, vid Yatung, during each of the last five 


‘That the volume of trade has increased since the opening 


is- 


And to the 


With trade relations placed on a 








years :-— 
Veos Imports into Exports from 
; Tibet vié Yatung.| Tibet vid Yatung. 

Rupees. Rupees. 

1898 ... 718,475 817,851 

1899 ... 962,637 822,760 

1900 ... 730,502 710,012 

1901 ... 734,075 783,480 

1902 ... 761,837 815,338 











NoTE.—Rupee = Is. 4d. 


With regard more particularly to the trade in the year 1902, 
the following tables show the value of the principal articles 
imported into, and exported from, Tibet vidé Yatung in that year :-— 


I—Imports into Tibet «a Yatung. 





Principal Articles. 











Cotton manufactures 
» SAB an 
,» thread 
Woollen cloth 


Piece-goods of woollen and cotton mixed 


Metals of all kinds... 

Silk manufactures... 

Chinese caps 

Tobacco 

Coral... 

Maize one nai see oon 
Other articles ada roe ois 


Total 


©. 
_ 
. 


te 2 











Value. 

1900. 1901. 1902. 
Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 
196,236 200,778 262,733 

3,976 7,480 7,078 
4,601 7,771 4,259 
120,182 95,072 112,392 
4,209 1,370 1,626 
79,829 40,422 73,674 
36,175 79,722 33,238 
3,659 1,527 22,020 

32,197 43,144 58,512 

47,415 21,905 21,904 

17,592 23,433 17,645 
184,241 211,451 146,756 
730,502 734,075 761,837 

48,700 48,938 50,789 
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II.—Exports from Tibet vid Yatung. 































































| 
Principal Articles. 1900. | 1901. | 1902. 
Rupees. Rupees. Rupees, 

Sheep’s wool 539,648 575,977 582,437 
Musk... 89,664 68,750 93,896 
Yak tails ioe 27,556 41,118 74,646 
Mules and ponies ... 29,744 14,339 40,139 
Skins (furs) 850 21,551 10,743 
Woollen cloth 3,952 5,740 948 
Other articles 18 598 56,005 12,529 
( Rs.| 710,012 783,480 815,338 

Total... .. +) gf! 47384 | 52,239 54.356 

| 








TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to the notices published in the issues of the 
‘ Board of Trade Journal” on December 17th 
ses semastnd d 3st last, relating to the remission of 
Countervailing ™ st last, relating to the remission o 
Duties on Sugar: countervailing duties on sugar imported into 
Certi ’ British India, and produced in any country 
ertificates as 1: 
to the Date of which is a party to the Brussels Convention of 
eaiheiiion 1902, the Board have now received a further 
Notification, No. 7,252 (Customs Circular 24 of 
1903), which was issued by the Government of India on 2nd 
December last. 

The present Notification draws attention to those already noted, 
as above stated, in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” providing for a 
refund of countervailing duties on sugar produced after the 31st 
August, 1903, and upon which no bounty has been paid, and it 
at the same time further provides that :— 

“Certificates signed by the Customs officials at foreign ports 
may, for the present, be accepted as evidence of the date of 

roduction of particular consignments of sugar; but it should be 
understood that this temporary concession will be withdrawn as 
soon as the rules which are now being issued have become known 
to the various foreign countries affected, and that satisfactory 
proof as to the date of production must be adduced in all cases 
before a refund of the duty paid is sanctioned.” 
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The Notification adds that the countries which have acceded to 
the Convention at present are :— 


The United Kingdom. Austria-Hungary. 
Belgium. Italy. 

Germany. Sweden and Norway. 
France. Peru. 

The Netherlands, Luxembourg. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“‘ Commonwealth 
of Australia Gazette” for 5th December last, 
containing Customs Decisions (Supplement 
No. 15 to the Customs Tariff Guide) respecting 
the rates of duty leviable on various articles imported into the 
Commonwealth. 

The following are the principa! Decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





Articies, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 


er 





Ball seaters (loading tools); shells, rifle barrel ; and shell 
trimmers— 

As other arms ... nes oe eee oni one ose 15 % ad val. 
Books—British Museum— 

Catalogues of printed books 

International catalogue of scientific literature— 

As printed books, &c. ... _ oes soe nen Free. 

*Chains, pulley— 

When invoiced and imported with the pulleys of which 

they form a part— 


As metals, manufactures of, n.e.i. ... ove ee 20 % ad val. 
Cork—made of small compressed pieces— 
As manufactures of cork .... ‘ ') aa 


Forks, small garden, used by hand only ; and malleable tops 
for shovel handles— 


As tools of trade we obe _ oat ont ~ Free. 
*Glass, broken— 

As other articles _ eee _ coe oan ose Free. 
Net, Bretonne, of any width— 

As piece-goods—velvets, velvetcens, &c. ... nes ude 15 ¥% ad val. 
Wax solution—used as wax for thread for sewing machines— 

As other articles bed ove “sa Ses ove bee Free. 

















* Revised Decision. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the preliminary notices published in the 
ititios Board of Trade Journal” for 26th November 
Reci 1 Trad and 17th December last, relative to the pre- 
oe -_" © ferential tariff of New Zealand, the Board have 
now received, through the Agent-General for 
that Colony, a copy of the “ Preferential and Reciprocal Trade 
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NEW ZEALAND—continued. 


Act, 1903” (No. 78 of 1903), which provides for the preferential 
treatment of certain British goods, and also for reciprocal trade 
relations with British Dominions and Foreign Countries. 

The text of the Act, which came into force on 16th November, 
1903, is as follows :— 


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of New Zealand in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same as 
follows :— 

1. The short title of this Act is ‘‘ The Preferential and Reci- 
procal Trade Act, 1903” ; and it shall form part of and be read 
together with “The Customs Laws Consolidation Act, 1882” 
(hereinafter referred to as “ thie principal Act’’). 


2. From and after the passing of this Act there shall be leviable 

Preferential on the several articles mentioned in the First 

Trade and Second Schedules hereto imported into 

J, New Zealand and not being the produce or 

manufacture of some part of the British dominions, 7n addition 

to the duties authorised under any tariff for the time being in 
force in New Zealand, the following duties :— 

(a) On the article specified in the First Schedule hereto, 
an amount equal to the amount payable under the said 
tariff ; 

(b) On the articles specified in the Second Schedule hereto, 
an amount equal to one-half of the amount payable under 
the said tariff. 

3. From and after the passing of this Act there shall be 
leviable on the several articles mentioned in the Third Schedule 
hereto imported into New Zealand, and not being the produce 
or manufacture of some part of the British dominions, duties 
of customs equal to twenty per centum of the value for duty as 
defined by the principal Act, or by any Act amending the 
principal Act. 

4. The provisions of sections two and three hereof shall not be 
applicable in the case of— 

(a) Goods imported on or before the thirty-first day of 
March, 1904, if it is proved to the satisfaction of the 
collector that an order for the goods was sent from New 
Zealand on or before the sixteenth day of November, 
1903. 

(6) Printing papers imported by and for the use of the 
proprietors of any registered newspaper, if it is proved 
to the satisfaction of the collector that they are imported 
under a valid contract for the supply of such papers for 
a period not exceeding three years, entered into prior to 
the sixteenth day of November, 1903. 
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NEW ZEALAN D—continued. 


(c) Rails for tramways and other goods mentioned in the 
Schedules hereto directly imported before the thirty- 
first day of March, 1906, for use in the construction or 
equipment of any tramway for which plans and specifi- 
cations have been completed or are in course of prepara- 
tion on the passing of this Act. 

0. The duties authorised under this Act shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid on importation into New Zealand, on or before 
clearance from any warehouse for home consumption, at the 
time of making import entry or home-consumption entry 
therefor. 

6. On the importation of any articles mentioned in any of 
the Schedules hereto, the importer or his agent, in addition to 
the particulars required by the principal Act to be given on the 
entry of dutiable goods, shall state, to the best of his know- 
ledge, information, and belief, the country of which such goods 
are the produce or manufacture, and shall satisfy the Collector, 
by declaration or otherwise, of the truth of such statement. 

7. If a Collector has reason to believe that any goods are 
not the produce or manufacture of the country stated on such 
entry, he may detain them for examination ; and if, after due 
inquiry, he is satisfied that such statement was false the goods 
shall be forfeited and dealt with as directed by the principal 
Act in the case of forfeited goods. 

8. With respect to all articles mentioned in thle Schedules 
hereto imported into New Zealand after the thirtieth day of 
June, 1904— | 

(a) The full duty under this Act shall be payable unless 
there is produced to the Collector an invoice of the goods 
having written or printed thereon a certificate signed by 
the sender or consignor, in such form as may be pre- 
scribed by the Commissioner, stating that the goods are 
bond fide the produce or manufacture of some part of the 
British dominions named in the certificate. 

(6) No such invoice shall relate to any goods other than 
those to which the certificate refers. 

(c) Where such goods are imported in packages, such 
packages shall not contain any goods other than those 
specified in the invoice, and if any other goods are 
found in any such package they shall be forfeited. 

(d) Every importer or agent of an importer who produces 
any invoice or certificate under this section knowing the 
same to be false in any particular is liable to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or, at the option of the 
Commissioner, to treble the value of the goods specified 

in such invoice. 
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NEW ZEALAN D—continued. 


9. (1.) From and after the thirty-first day of March, 1904, 
no duty shall be leviable on tea grown in any part ‘of the 
British dominions, except on tea in packets not exceeding one 
pound in weight. 

(2.) The provisions of sections 6 to 8 hereof shall apply to 
every importation of tea after the date last mentioned. 

10. In any proceeding arising under this Act the onus of proot 
that any goods are the produce or manufacture of any part of 
the British dominions shall be on the importer. 

11. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in 
Council gazetted, make regulations for carrying this Act into 
effect, and may impose fines for the breach of any such regula- 
tion not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

12. Where any country being part of the British dominions 
Reciprocal reduces or abolishes, or proposes to reduce or 
Trade abolish, the duty on any product or manu- 
facture of New Zealand, the Governor may 
enter into an agreement with! that country to reduce or abolish 
the duty on any article or articles the produce or manufacture 
of such country to an extent that the estimated revenue so 
remitted shall equal as nearly as possible the estimated revenue 
remitted by that country: 

Provided that no such agreement shal] have effect until rati- 
fied by Parliament. 

13. Where any country not being part of the British do- 
minions reduces or abolishes, or proposes to reduce or abolish, 
the duty on any product or manufacture of New Zealand, the 
Governor may, subject to or by virtue of a freaty with His 
Majesty, negotiate with’ such country for an agreement with 
that country to reduce or abolish the duty on any article or 
articles the produce or manufacture of such country to an ex- 
tent that the estimated revenue so remitted shall equal as nearly 
as possible the estimated revenue remitted by that country : 

Provided that such agreement shall not have effect or be 
operative until ratified by an Act of the Parliament of New 
Zealand. 

SCHEDULES. 
First ScuEepvute (Section 2 (a) ). 
CEMENT. 


SeconD ScHEDULE (Section 2 (d) ). 


Basket and wicker ware,-n.o.e., not being furniture. 

Bicycles, tricycles, and the like vehicles ; also finished or 
partly finished or machined parts of same, n.o.e., including 
weldless steel tubing cut to short lengths. 
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Boots, shoes, and slippers, n.o.e.; goloshes, clogs, pattens, 
vamps, uppers, and laces. 

Candles. 

Carriages, carts, drays, wagons, and perambulators, and 
wheels for the same. 

China, porcelain, and parian ware. 

Clocks. | 

Cordage and rope, n.0.e. 

Cream of tartar. 

Karthenware, stoneware, and brownware, 

Fancy goods and toys. 

Firearms, all kinds. 

Fish, potted and preserved. 

Furniture and cabinetware, n.o.e., and other than iron. 

Glass, crown, sheet, and common window. 

Glassware ; also plate glass, and glass polished, coloured, 
and other kinds, n.o.e. ; globes and chimneys fur lamps. 

Hardware, ironmongery, and holloware. 

Hops. 

Iron nails. 

Iron pipes and fittings for same, including main cocks. 

Lamps, lanterns, and lamp-wick. 

Musical instruments—viz., pianos. 

Paperhangings. 

Paper, wrapping—viz., blue candle, glazed cap, glazed 
casings, small-hand, lumber-hand, and tissue. 

Paper, wrapping, other kinds, including brown, cartridge, 
and sugar papers. 

Plate and plated ware. 

Pumps and other apparatus for raising water. 

THIRD ScHEDULE (Section 3). 

Bicycles and tricycles, fittings for—viz., rubber tyres, pneu- 
matic tyres, outside covers, and inner tubes ; rubber and cork 
handles, and pedal rubbers ; also drop-forgings and stampings, 
ball-bearings, weldless steel tube in full lengths, rims, forks, 
and spokes in the rough. 

Gas-engines and hammers, and oil-engiaes. 

Gum boots. 

Iron and steel cordage. 

Iron, plain black sheet, rod, bolt, bar and plate. 

Printing-paper. 

Rails for railways and tramways. 

Sailcloth, canvas, and unbleached double-warped duck. 
Surgical and dental instruments and appliances. 
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MAURITIUS. ; 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Collector of Customs 
Prohibition of 2" Port Louis, a copy of a Proclamation (No. 47 
es Reauitadion of 1903) prohibiting, in consequence of the 
re existence of cattle plague, the importation of 


of Certain . "sap 
Articles freas es following articles into Mauritius from 

Calcutta. aicutta :— ; 
(a) Cattle, dead or alive, as defined by 


Ordinance 39 of 1881 (including horses, asses and mules, as pro- 
vided for in Regulation 79 of 1882, subject to the undermentioned 
provisions). 

(b) Fresh offal, horns, hoofs, bones, horsehair, hairs and wool. 

(c) Straw, hay or litter. 

(d) Raw leather, untanned hides, fresh hides. 

(ec) Manures not passed or manufactured, and shipped as cargo. 

‘'he Proclamation also provides that all animals, dead or alive, 
except cattle as above defined, and horses, asses and mules may 
be imported from Calcutta with the permission of the Governor on 
the report of the Director of the Health Department, and subject, 
in the case of dogs, to the provisions of Ordinances Nos. 26 of 
1845 and 12 of 1867. 

All other articles may be imported from Calcutta, provided they 
are disinfected to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Authorities 
should they be considered likely to convey or retain infection. 


ITALY. 


The Italian “‘ Official Gazette ” for the 31st December contains the 
— text of a Law modifying the duties leviable on 
Modification of nae . - 
wine imported into Italy. Under the provisions 
Import Dutieson fi. Pow wine j Ik niet ted 
Wine in Casks, ©! this Law, wine in casks or barrels, importe 
from countries which have hitherto enjoyed the 
application of the reduced duty of 5 lire 77 cents per hectol., are 
to be dutiable, from the 1st January, at the rate of duty stated in 
Art. 2 of the Protocol to the Greek-Italian Treaty of the 30th 
December, 1899, viz., 12 lire per hectol. The reduced rate of 
duty will, however, continue to be applicable in the case of wines 
which left their country of origin before the 1st January, or were in 
bond for exportation to Italy up to the 31st December, according 
to certificates issued by the local authorities and viséd, not later 
than the 20th January, by the Italian Consul. 





‘“‘ Lowry Bales,” a species of covering for cotton bales, made of a 
Classification of  °°2TS® cotton tissue, open at either end, having 
Lowry Bales the borders turned back and sewn, and fitted 
with cords which allow them to be opened and 

closed, are dutiable as ‘‘sewn articles” under Nos. 112a and 


129¢ of the Tariff. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a Circular recently 
- issued by the United States Treasury Depart- 
yen ment altering the rates of oeateendiien in 
Seth Gaaeee leviable in the United States on bounty-fed 
"ears. sugars produced in the Netherlands after 

Ist September, 1902. 

The following is the text of the Circular :— 

‘“‘ In pursuance of the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 24th 
“ July, 1897, the following net amounts of the bounties paid or 
‘“‘ bestowed by the Government of the Netherlands on the export 
“of sugars produced in that country are hereby declared for the 
‘‘ assessment and liquidation of additional duties : 

“1. On raw sugar produced from beet roots, 1°75 florins per 
“100 kilogrammes of hard refined. (The output of refined sugar 
“ from raw is computed by deducting from the polarisation of the 
‘‘ raw sugar twice the glucose, four times the ashes, and 1} per 
“cent. for loss in refining). 

‘¢ 2. On sugar refined from beet-root raw sugar produced in the 
‘* Netherlands, 1°88 florins per 100 kilogrammes. 

‘« 3. On sugar refined from imported raw sugar, 13 florin per 
“100 kilogrammes, in addition to bounty, if any, allowed on the 
‘“‘ raw sugar by the country of production. 

‘The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in the 
‘¢ Netherlands after the lst September, 1902, will be made on the 
‘ basis of the bounties herein specified. 

“ The foregoing is subject to the qualification that where it is 
“shown in any particular case by the evidence prescribed in 
‘ Department Circular 105 of the 17th September, 1903* (T. D. 
‘‘ 24668), that no export bounty has been paid, no additional 
‘“ duties will be assessed under section 5 of the Act aforesaid. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs 
Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington, for the 
guidance of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Parcel-post Convention with Cuba.—A Parcel-post Convention 
being now in force between the United States and Cuba, United 
States Customs officials are instructed to apply to importations by 
parcel-post from Cuba, the regulations contained in Treasury 
Department Circular No. 64 of 4th May, 1900, relative to the 
treatment of articles imported under Parcel-post and Postal 
Conventions. 

The substance of these regulations was published at pp. 629-30 
of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 21st June, 1900. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 29th October, 1903, p. 217. 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Trimming.—The word “ trimming,” as used in paragraph 390 of 
the Tariff, is not used in a commercial sense, but according to its 
common acceptation, and as such includes what are commonly 
known as “ ribbons.” 

In the ascertainment of what merchandise is properly dutiable 
as “trimmings,” two methods of determination are recognised— 
(1) the term includes all merchandise which, from its nature, 
falls within the descriptive scope of the general term “ trimmings,” 
irrespective of the trade denomination of such articles ; and (2) it 
includes all merchandise which is naturally adapted, in its condi- 
tion at the time of importation, to be chiefly used as “ trimmings.” 


Vases not statuary.—The term “ statuary,” as used in paragraph 
454 of the Tariff, has reference only to representations of the 
human or animal form, and does not include representations of 
inanimate things, or merely conventional or architectural objects 
such as marble vases, pedestals, and bases. 

Small tin discs, from 12 to 1}2 ins. in diameter, whether an 
incidental product in the manufacture of tin cans, or specially 
manufactured for particular purposes, are not ‘ waste,” but are 
dutiable under the provisions of paragraphs 134 and 140 of the 
Tariff, as manufactures of tin-plate. 


Scrap tin, the offal produced in the manufacture of tin cans and 
other articles out of tinplate, suitable only for detinning and re- 
melting, is dutiable as ‘“ waste not specially provided for,” under 
paragraph 463 of the Tariff. 

Furs.—Although interest for the period preceding the last 
annual public sale of furs in the London market is not an element 
of the market value thereof, yet, if an invoice or entry shall con- 
tain a charge for interest as a part of the actual price or value of 
such furs, duty cannot be assessed on a less amount, 

Spangled and beaded feathers are dutiable as ornamental feathers, 
at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 425 of the 
Tariff. 

Common brown earthenware.—-The provisions of paragraph 94 
of the Tariff do not cover all earthenware made from common 
brown clay, irrespective of appearance, finish, or decoration. 
Karthenware made from brown clay with a white glazed interior 
is dutiable under paragraph 96 of the Tariff at the rate of 55: 


per cent. ad valorem. 


Miniature breech-loading guns 54 ins. long are dutiable as manu- 
factures of metal under paragraph 193 of the Tariff, at the rate of 


45 per cent. ad valorem. 
Miniature breech-loading pistols 1 ins. long, attached to watch 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


chains by a ring, are dutiable as jewellery under paragraph 434 at 
the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem. 


Eyes for dolls, made of coloured glass in imitation of the human 
eye, are dutiable under the provision in paragraph 100 of the Tariff 
for “articles of glass, coloured,” at the rate of 60 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Wall pockets.—Lithographically-printed articles, known as “wall 
pockets,” are dutiable as lithographic prints under paragraph 400 
of the Tariff, and not as manutactures of paper. 


Calendar blocks, a species of calendar made up of sheets of paper, 
one for each day i in the year, not bound in book form, although 
printed exclusively in a foreign language, are not entitled to free 
entry under paragraph 502 of the Tariff. 


Small books or booklets, printed exclusively in a foreign language, 
are included in the provisions of paragraph 502. 


Combination pocket memorandum books, made of paper, having, in 
addition to the usual ruled pages, various compartments or pockets 
for carrying cards, bills, &e., are dutiable under paragraph 403 of 
the Tariff at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Hematite ore, when imported for use as a crude pigment, is duti- 
able at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

[This modifies a previous decision, a notice of which appeared at 
p. 991 of the “ Journal” for the 19th March, 1903.] 


In virtue of the authority contained in an Act of the United States 

New Sub-Port Congress of 1890, Spokane, in the State of 

f Entr Washington, has been constituted a sub-port of 
——— entry in the district of Puget Sound. 





PERU (LORETO PROVINCE). 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 116 of the 
“ Journal” for the 15th October last, relative 


ae 2 ar names to proposed modifications in the Customs Tariff 
™ — for the Department of Loreto, the Board of 


Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, a translation of the Act introducing these modifications, as 
passed on the 18th November last. The alterations, which are to 
come into force 120 days after promulgation, are as follows :— 
Article I—The following are to be admitted free of duty :— 
Rice, lard, flour, sugar, potatoes, all kinds of beans, onions and 
garlic ; tools and machinery for agricultural purposes ; articles 
used exclusively for naval purposes; books and necessaries for 
instruction ; preserved meat, fish and live animals. 









































































82 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 14. 1904. 








Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 








Article I1.—Other articles which according to the Customs 
tariff are free of import duty are to pay & per cent. on their value. 

Article III.—The articles comprised in Section 7 of the Customs 
tariff, such as soap, kerosene, and red table wine, are to pay 10 per 
cent. 

Article 1V.—AlIl other dutiable articles are to pay 30 per cent. 
on the valuation stated in the Tariff; with the exception of gold 
and silver jewellery, and precious stones, which are to pay 3 per 
cent. on their value. 

Article V.—The export duties on rubber, &c., are to be as 
follows :— 


Cents. 
Weak or common rubber (guttapercha)... per kilog. 8 
Caucho (india-rubber) ... ‘ now “ 10 
Sernamli (residues) from outtapercha on ‘ 10 
- . india-rubber... me 12 
Fine guttapercha or “‘ syringe ” (shiringa) . 20 





PERU. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 116 of the 
Tariff “ Journal ” for the 15th October last. relative to 
ae the Bill exempting from import duty bags or 
Modifications. .4ks used fur the export of agricultural and 
mining products, the Board of Trade have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, information to the effect that the Bill 
has become Law, and been promulgated by the Peruvian 
Government, and that it will come into force on the Ist February 
next. 
Exemption from Customs duties has also been granted in favour 
of blocks of compressed asphalt for paving the streets of Lima. 


BRAZIL. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 413-4 of the 
— or “Journal” for the 28th May last, on the 
o subject of the revised Brazilian Regulations 
ersten. respecting Consular Invoices, the Board of 
Consular Invoices. de are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a translation of the revised Regulations, which were 
published in the “ Diario Official” for the 28th November last, 
from which it appears that the Regulations, as finally approved 
and issued, agree substantially with those stated in the above- 

mentioned notice. 

The complete translation of the Regulations, which come into 
force in Brazilian Consulates generilly on the 17th January, may 
be seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence ena of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 
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URUGUAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

ov particulars of a notification issued by the 

mY Uruguayan Government, to the effect that 

Tinted Paper. Mage’ aaa 

cream tinted paper for printing purposes is in 

future to pay 8 per cent. on a valuation of 14 cents per kilog. 

gross, instead of 31 per cent. on a valuation of 35 cents per kilog. 
as hitherto. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
, copy of a Law granting exemption from import 
ate - duties in regard to machinery for spinning cotton 
onvon ane 90 and for combing wool, or for spinning combed 


Cb gg A . wool, and on the accessories and materials 
, necessary for the installation of such machinery, 
Import of 


Machinery to all companies or individuals who shall have 
established, or shall seek within three years to 

establish factories for such purpose. The Law further exempts such 
factories from payment of all national taxes for a period of 10 years. 
The executive is empowered to limit in each case the amount of 


duty to be remitted. 


With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
Abolition of ‘‘ Journal ” on the subject of additional import 
resin duties in the Argentine Republic, particularly 
Additional in the issues for the 12th June, 1902, and for 
: t Duti the 12th March, 1903, the Board of Trade are 
mpory Muues- now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that both the 5 per cent. additional duties 
referred to in those notices have been abolished. (It will be 
remembered that one of these additional duties was leviable on all 
dutiable articles, the cther on all articles paying a specific duty, or 
an ad valorem duty of more than 5 per cent.) 


COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Representative 
Reduction of at Bogoté reporting that a Decree has been 
Import Duty on \ 5 sued by the Colombian Government granting 
Goods re sen a reduction of duty of 30 per cent. on goods 
for Province of destined for the Province of Cucuta imported 
Cucuta. through Colombian Atlantic ports. The Decree 

‘is to come into force on the 23rd March next. The reduction of 
duty is to be at the rate of 3 per cent. per month till the total 


amount is reached. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of the “St. John’s Municipal Act, 1902 ” 

Tonnage Dues. (No. 6 of 1902), which provides, inter alia, for 

the imposition of various tonnage dues on 
vessels entering or clearing at the port of St. John’s. 

The Act was passed on 22nd April, 1902, and may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
With reference to the notice published on pp. 651-2 of the 
Trans-Continental “Board of Trade Journal” of 3lst December, 
: . a despatch has been received at the Foreign 
and Trans-Pacific Offi f H.M C sul at Chi fi rardi 
Freight Rates. ce from H.M. Consul at Chicago, forwarding 
copy of a report on trans-continental and trans- 
Pacific freight rates, and also one on rates to China, Japan, and 
the Philippine Islands. 

This report may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

In the same despatch, H.M. Consul at Chicago reports that the 
International Harvesting Co. have arranged with the railway 
companies for a reduction of from 30 cents per hundred pounds, 
the present freight rate to Eastern ports for both domestic and 
export, to 25 cents for export freight, and it is believed that all 
large shippers will obtain a like reduction in time. 


VENEZUELA—CUBA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Sissies copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister 
Line of Cattle Resident at Caracas, forwarding translation 

onsale of a contract published in the Venezuelan 

“ Official Gazette” of 26th November last, 

respecting the establishment of a line of steam navigation between 
the Venezuelan ports of Puerto Cabello and Guanta, and those 


of the Republic of Cuba. 
The line is to consist of five steamers, each with sufficient 


capacity to transport 800 or 1,000 cattle under the best possible 
conditions. The contractor is restricted, on his part, from raising 
his transport charges for cattle beyond a certain specified amount ; 
the Venezuelan Government, on the other hand, engage not to 
allow the establishment of another steam line for cattle transport 
from the above Venezuelan ports to Cuba. The contract is for a 
year, with renewal at option of the contracting parties. 

In forwarding the above, H.M. Minister points out that a large 
export trade is carried on between Puerto Cabello, Guanta—and 
other Venezuelan ports on this littoral—and Cuba, by tramp 
steamers, the majority of which are Norwegian. It will be of 
interest, he adds, to note whether this trade will now be suppressed. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. 
CEYLON. 


The ‘Ceylon Government Gazette” of 18th December contains 
a draft of a proposed Ordinance to facilitate 


wuopenss the carrying out of a mineralogical survey 
Mineralogical ” ) 
. of the Island of Ceylon. 
urvey. 





— 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
14th August, 1902, p. 314, the Board of Trade 
are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, from 
H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, of a copy 
of the Mining Regulations in force in Turkey. 

These regulations may be seen by persons interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


Mining 
Regulations. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 609 of the “ Board of Trade 
Cotton Mills and Journal” of 24th December last, a communica- 
tion has been received at the Board of Trade 
nooms. from H.M. Consul at Moscow stating that the 
last official report from the Ministry of Finance regarding the 
textile industry of Russia is for 1899, and gives the number of 
spindles, looms, &c., as follows:—Spindles, 6,090,869; looms, 
145,842; consumption of cotton, Russian, 5,172,820 poods, 
foreign, 10,953,667 poods. It is stated by the managing director 
of one of the largest cotton concerns in Moscow that since this 
report was issued very few spindles have been added owing to bad 
trade in yarn, but that the weaving industry has had rather a 
better time, and some few looms have been added. 

Since 1899 the extra duty of 1 rouble per pood has been put 
on, and this has naturally given an advantage to the growers of 
Asiatic cotton, which may account for the decrease in the importa- 
tion of cotton in recent years. 

Poud = 36 lbs. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


With reference to the statement on p. 509 of the “ Board of 
Exvort of Trade J ournal”’ of the 10th December, 1903, the 
Pe ene following table, which shows the exports of 
‘cotton goods (domestic manufacture) from the 

United States of America to the undermentioned destinations 
during the eleven months ended November, 1902 and 1903, has been 
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Yarns and Teztiles. 





compiled from the official statistics issued by the United States 

















Government : -— 
Eleven Months ended 
November. 
To 
1902. 1903. 

Coloured and uncoloured ae Yards. Yards. 
United Kingdom see . 5,140,787 3,586,294 
France ... oan ‘ ‘ 75,712 42,462 
Germany ° , 164,704 185,184 
Other Europe ... - . , 2,451,234 1,582,309 
British North America - , , 10,428,460 11,460,925 
Central America and British Hondur: —- : 17,452,368 | 16,460,822 
Mexico ... ; , 2,920,482 2,308,306 
Cuba... ~ : 3,379,682 3,757,909 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda ‘ ...| 28,979,872 | 24,729,357 
Argentina oan wei : ” 968,116 1,192,695 
Brazil ™ oa 8,360,076 8,986,273 
Chile ba pr 9,396,217 | 10,593,112 
Colombia ob «| 25,483,806 17,813,021 
Venezuela os ae ™ 8,370,881 10,910,019 
Other South America . a 5,911,928 5,957,781 
Chinese Empire ine me s 305,836,945 78,076,314 
British East Indies... _ - 12,045,254 7,580,419 
Hong-Kong oe “a 197,723 562,288 
Japan .. ‘a 331,967 297,231 
British Australasia a 6,222,552 3,939,666 
Philippine Islands - 5,888,591 3,671,348 
Other Asia and Oceania at 23,320,947 | 35,790,085 
British Africa ... - 6,671,066 5,254,467 
All other Africa me 895,511 351,311 
Other countries = 15,934 — ' 
Total quantity ... Yards} 485,910,815 | 355,089,598 
Total value . Dols.| 24,773,608 18,549,818 

Other cotton goods— Dollars. Dollars. 
United Kingdom ‘ 744,870 868,650 
Belgium ; 61,781 89,901 
France ... a ie ‘ 30,085 14,167 
Germany % , 697,734 1,126,369 
Netherlands ... om ' 12,530 25,153 
Other Europe ... : ove - 47,208 83,650 
British North America : , 2,018,497 1,981,486 
Central America and British “Honduras a de 296,800 388,949 
Mexico ... - a 399,725 399,384 
Cuba — .. ; a 144,488 214,868 
Other West Indies and ‘Bermuda oi i 173,893 278,242 
Argentina wae ose - de 182,824 126,587 
Brazil ‘ ms 73,071 98,421 
Chile és sd 28,774 22,005 
Colombia - + 69,493 105,640 
Venezuela , , - 16,627 27,410 
Other South America . - ™ 39,514 47,001 
Chinese Empire - ~ 52,904 27,437 
British East Indies nel ose 7,141 8,632 
Hong-Kong wee 18,235 29,908 
British Australasia = 426,2°2 357,981 
Philippine Islands 85,220 46,772 
Other Asia and Oceania 81,460 84,891 
British Africa ... 137,240 198,335 
All other Africa 27,756 12,402 
Other countries 9,891 7,277 
Total value wee Dols. 5,884,043 6,672,518 
30,657,651 | 25,222,336 


Grand total value of all cotton goods exported... 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
ome. Fetes. the week ended the 9th January, 1904, were as 


follow :— 
Wheat... ond a wee ©62208. ~6d. 


Barley... ove ove .. 228, 6d, 
Oats ss ae vee fy! 
For further particulars see p. 92. 


A statement is published on p. 93, showing the quantities of 
- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
rr “4 — imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. oduce. “week ended the 9th J anuary, 1904, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


A communication, dated 14th December last,- has been received 
pobtiitenwat at the Board of Trade from their Correspondent 
a “4s k at Kroonstadt, in the course of which he states 
ae that during the last three months he has been 
touring the Northern Districts of the Orange River Colony. He 
reports that the late drought has broken, good rains having fallen. 
Farmers are busy ploughing, and there is every prospect of good 
mealie, kaffir corn, and potato crops. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA.: 


According to the ‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of Sth January, the 

cultivation of cotton extends over the whole of 
Cotton in Annam. Annam, particularly in the north, where a con- 

siderable expansion has taken place during the 
past few years. At present the total area planted is estimated 
at 25,000 hectares (61,750 acres). The cotton is used by the 
natives for the manufacture of coarse cloth. This takes the place 
of any export trade in the raw product, which might be more 
important if greater care were taken in cultivation and a better 
quality produced. Another drawback is, that the natives, from 
fear of scarcity, prefer to cultivate food stuffs. 

The climate and soil of Annam are, however, well suited to the 
cultivation and development of cotton. Trials made at Than-hoa 
with Indian and Louisiana varieties have given excellent results. 

It is thought that a plantation, under European direction, could 
dispose of easily, and on good terms, all the cotton which it could 


produce. 
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Agriculture. 





CUBA. 

Adverting to the article published on p. 213 of the “ Board of 
Export of Trade Journal ” of 29th October last, a com- 
Son ditiinted munication has been received at the Board of 

Cotton Trade from the Cuban Vice-Consul in London, 
' stating that the following official notice has 
been received from Havana :— The President of the Board of 

Agriculture of the Province of Santa Clara has reported to the 

Government that the new local plantations are in the most 

satisfactory condition, and that he is quite sure the said province 

will be able to export, in four months’ time, an important amount 
of Sea Island cotton, which is the best quality, and a smaller 
amount of the upland, which is not so good.” 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the prospects of cultivating cotton successfully 
Cotton in Argentine Republic, to which attention was 
ition called in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
24th September last (p. 607), a report from the 
Belgian Legation at Buenos Ayres, published in the “ Bulletin 
Commercial” (Brussels) of 26th December, states that at 
Resistencia in the territory of Chaco about 2,000 hectares of 
cotton are under cultivation and in the territory of Misiones 
about 400 hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres). 

So encouraging have been the results attained that at Bella 
Vista (province of Corrientes, not far from Resistencia) a cotton 
spinning mill is being established, the machinery having been 
ordered from England.* 

The production at Resistencia is already soid by contract for a 
period of four years, at 150 piastres, about 131. per ton of cotton 
stipulated to yield 30 per cent. of fibre. The product of the 
Misiones plantation is also sold for delivery. 

The quality of the cotton produced is stated to be equivalent to 
that of Louisiana cotton. Trials have also been made with Georgia 
cotton ; the quality proved to be excellent, but the yield was much 
less as regards weight than in the case of Louisiana cotton. At 
present, the cultivation of Egyptian cotton is being tried, and 
good results are hoped for. 

The extended cultivation of cotton in the Chaco district is 
chiefly due to the cheapness of the land there. 

As regards the various expenses of cultivation, competent 
persons have furnished the following estimate: rent, labour, 
purchase of seed, sowing, cleaning and | supervision of plantations 
up to the time of the crop, housing of oxen, ploughs, and tools, all 
included, comes to 20 piastres per hectare ; the harvest, which 
takes place from April to July, costs 60 piastres per hectare. 








* In connection with this statement, attention is drawn to the notice on p. 83. 
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It is reckoned that a hectare will provide from 2,000 to 2,500 
kilogs. of cotton not cleaned (with the seeds). After sale at the 
place of production at 145 to 150 piastres a ton, there will remain, 
after deducting the cost before mentioned of 80 piastres, a net 
yield of about 200 piastres per hectare. At the present time, it is 
stated, sufficient hands are to be found in the Chaco district ; 
the labourers are Indians and natives of Corrientes and Paraguay. 
These men work in this district for a salary in silver of 50 centavos 
a day, plus keep, amounting to about 50 centavos a day. It is 
reported that English, German, and Spanish manufacturers are 
travelling in the above mentioned provinces with a view to 
concluding contracts for the purchase of the yield. They are 
offering 120 francs per 100 kilos. for cleaned cotton f.o.b. at 


Buenos Ayres. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 7th January, 1904, 
Cotton Statistics. was 164,635, the number exported being 15,553. 
For turther details see p. 92. 


A return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to Inland towns, and returned to 
ports during the month and twelve months ended 31st December 
last, will be found on p. 91. 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 
month of December, 1903, was 16,623, as 
Entigration. compared with 19,655, during the correspond- 
ing month of 1902. 
_ For further details see p. 94. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 
Alien during December, 1903, was 8,919, and durmg 
Seeteetiien the twelve months ending 31st December, 
reraiion. —_- 207,117. Detailed statistics of alien immigra- 


tion will be found on p. 95. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 465 of the “ Board of Trade 
Trade with Journal” of 3rd December, the “ Journal de 
Far East St. Pétersbourg” of 17th/30th December, 
reports that an important step has been taken 

by the Chinese Eastern railway in connection with the develop- 
ment of commercial relations with the Far East, by the establish- 
ment, at the principal stations on that line, of special bureaus for 
the sale and purchase of goods on commission, and for advancing 
loans on the security of goods. 
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Miscellaneous. 





NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
eS Consul-General at Christiania enclosing a copy 
Roshi Sars of a notice issued by the Commercial Intelli- 

6 “65° sence Branch of the Norwegian Department 
for Trade, Shipping and Industry, containing a description of what 
is claimed to be a new system of packing eggs. 

This packing consists of thin cardboard with pressed hollow 
ovals. 

By turning every other sheet 180 degrees (half round) a com- 
pletely self-supporting tier of cells is formed. Hach tier can con- 
tain 750 eggs (25 trays of 30 eggs). 

The weight of the upper trays of eggs is borne by the cardboard 
sheets and distributed by them alone. ‘Thus absolutely no weight 
rests on the eggs, not even those of the lower trays. The eggs 
are surrounded by elastic walls and have only a few millimetres 
play, which entails a maximum of safety during transport. ‘The 
eggs cannot fall out of their hollow, and the protection is the 
same, even when the whole case is turned round or placed on its 
side. 

It is claimed that this system of packing allows of the quickest 
arrangement, as the place for each egg is ready and the elasticity 
protects the eggs from blows. Mistakes in counting are impossible, 
as each tray holds a similar number of eggs; and they can be 
rapidly unpacked, as eggs and trays can be removed as they are. 

Breakage is avoided, as the handling and touching of the eggs 
is unnecessary. 

The less the eggs are touched, the longer they keep fresh. 
Egg sorting is easier as the depths of the hollows of the trays 
forms an easy measure to go by. 

Warehousing takes up a minimum of space as the trays can be 
built. up for several metres without danger to the eggs. The 
trays are cheap, and made to stow away inside each other, and are 
thus easy to return empty, which makes it economical to use 
them. 

Trays of all sizes are supplied. 


BRAZIL. 


The “‘ Diario Official” of Brazil dated 22nd December contains a 
Decree (No. 5,072 of 12th December) establish- 





igupeiier ing regulations for the working of insurance 
Shetidiinen companies, both life, marine and land, national 
Companies and foreign. 

, The “ Diario” containing the above may be 


seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch mf the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m to 1 p.m.). 
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Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1903, 





eS, 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns.—December, 1903. 


compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1902. 





MONTH OF DECEMBER, 


TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 
31st DECEMBER. 






















































































1903. 1902, 1903. 1902. 
IMPORTS. 
American a 519,575 571,433 2,837,503 2,958,917 
Brazilian ese on 6,886 9,468 164,803 236,768 
East Indian... ou 3,351 8,633 164,469 68,890 
Egyptian asi ‘a 83,688 92,754 433,758 487,474 
Miscellaneous ... ews 4,225 2,902 69,834 59,106 
Total ec one 617,720 685,190 3,670,367 8,811,155 
EXPORTS, 
American eee om 25,665 21,527 291,373 277,311 
Brazilian ese eee 850 8,531 40,789 29,372 
Kast Indian ... .. 4,807 2,133 73,620 35,023 
Egyptian see oan 10,968 17,303 96,504 114,585 
Miscellaneous ... axe 591 247 9,582 7,191 
Total ... ons 42,881 44,741 511,868 463,482 
FORWARDED from PorTs to INLAND TOWNS. 
American one ee 245,318 271,517 2,480,976 2,634,035 
Brazilian eee 4,748 9,362 125,552 177,923 
East Indian eee ese 3,275 2,172 53,174 18,718 
Egyptian -— 41,403 45,226 289,402 325,007 
Miscellaneous ... ons 5,308 5,637 57,831 $1,987 
Total ... eee 300,052 833,914 3,006,935 3,237,670 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American se ove 245 169 6,380 3,245 
Brazilian eee eee or a 
East Indian eee oF — ara 


tian 
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Cotton Returns—continued. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


ended 7th January, 1904. 








Week ended 





American ... 
Brazilian ... 
East Indian 
Egyptian ... 
Miscellaneous 


Total... 














Week ended 
7th Jan., 1904. 7th Jan., 1904. 

IMPORTS. EXPoRTS. 

(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No. No. 

144,045 10,769 
4,351 502 
2,295 236 
12,794 4,041 
1,150 5 

164,635 15,553 











Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 9th January, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 








Week ended 9th January, 1904 


Corresponding week in— 
eae 
eo ee 
1899 ... occ occ eee 
1900 eee eee coe eee 
eee 
iar ae ae hg 
ine: :-see~ abo 











Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
8s. ad, a = s ad, 
26 «6 22 «6 1 7 
$1. 8 24 10 16 5 
35 860 27. = «8 17 4 
27° «2 28 2 17 1 
25 Il 25 5 16 3 
26 7 25 6 17 8 
27 68 26 7 20 O 
24 Ill 24 #1 17 0 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, 


provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
9th January, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 























- Week ended | Correspond- 
9th Jun., | ing week 
1904. in 1903 
Animals, living :— ' ; 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = Number. 9,687 3,086 
Sheep and lambs... 9 axe eee ww “ 9,315 | 3,408 
Swine ees ies coe ese os - — —_ 
Horses... on eee ees os - 224 361 
Fresh meat :— 
ine. -— mw mec «a Cwts. 85,993 64,990 
en oh. @e “a “at we . 82,429 60,518 
Pork os ein oe os 9 18,845 | 17,955 
Salted or preserved meat :— | 
en!) a ee a ae. a Cwtsa. 110,016 | 105,230 
Beef eee eee eve eee ee ” 2,997 2,006 
Hams eee ees eoe ece ee 9 21,466 j 18,320 
Pork ° ere eee ese eee ” 4,784 | 3,525 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ~ 10,835 | 9,769 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting “ 21,170 | 22,028 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— | 
Butter  ... ee ee Owts. 89,027 79,908 
Margarine ... a eve - 15,942 18,722 
Cheese ee eee eee eee ” 26,860 33,8638 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... . — 350 
»» cream arn, aaa he oie lah va 135 105 
| I ee ee ee * 15,319 17,546 
» preserved, otherkinds ...  .. i 18 34 
RE de ee? te ee, Grt. Hundr, 238,881 | 344,150 
Poultry and game ... a Value £ 3409} 36,972 
Game... ia pa ae a - 2,409 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) m Owts, 8,804 6,114 
Lar eee eee eee eee eon ee 99 41,936 44,495 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat om “ ion ie Cwis. 1,449,358 1,117,111 
Wheat meal and flour .. et cas al 2 516,844 | 281,866 
a ee a alle a 516,911 | 312,254 
Oats ee a ee " 278,433 | 181,745 
Peas ae ae” ae ms 84,090 | 48,194 
Beans te _ oan ee ” 21,300 | 22,028 
Maize orIndiancorn ... es 1 602,278 | 694,073 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... eos eco oes ie Owts. 75,608 | 59,082 
Apricots and peaches ...° ww - 84 | -_. 
i Bunches. 52,640 46,169 
Cherries . one am a Cwts. — = 
Currants .. _ ‘tt ents - °° — — 
Gooseberries os - one ‘ ” _ aa 
Grapes eve ese ee ee ” 75 8,712 
LeMonB we wee wettest 9” 21,2389 25,515 
Oranges ece ece eee ecco ee ” 166,250 199,720 
Pears eee eee eee eee ee ” 72 | 608 
Plums eee eee eee ee ” “ee — 
Strawberries oce coe cee ec ” sa | ney 
Unenumerated .. eee coe i 9 911 | 3,427 
a a an’. a! of eee Tons, 3,605 | 3,126 
Straw ... eee eee eee eee ee 9 2,600 1,617 
Hops ... one one ove one ve Cwts. 11,435 3,090 
Locust beans... - <_< = aa " 11,280 10,820 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Clemence te 7. aoe” Bushels, 104,337 180,827 
as dak eae i ae Cwts, 119,737 | 42,903 
Tomatoes ese ece ece eco ee 99 8,661 7,636 
Unenumerated ... eee se ‘ Value £ 7,981 5,202 
Vegetables, dried mw ar oe Cwts, 6,035 6,260 
Preserved by canning i a . 5,564 | 6,422 
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Emigration.—December, 1903. 
St 
Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and *Destinations of the Passengers that 
left the United Kingdom for Places out of Europe during the Month ended 
3lst December, 1903, and the Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1903, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the previous Year. ‘ 
BRITISH EMPIRE. FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 
° _ r mar wre en al 
; a . 8 ey sg : s | 
2/33/38] Bia ¢ im ane 
ao acs rh > -2 ln 8 i Grand Total, 
a a ad SO (2Sc's n a5 | 
: : of eS 2 ote |S 2)! Total. ag So | Total. — 
Nationality. E &N E ct Aad 6.482 oa | 
Ag | @e | AZ | ae PB e = BY 
5 | se >| 32/2 & - 3 | | Ali 
Z "| gg] a | “ 3 | | ; 
r 
| | | | | | | t 
1903. | 1903. | 1903. | 1903. | 1903. | 1908. | 1903. | 1903. | 1903. | 1903. | 1902 
Month ended 3lst December. 
English 1,095 721} 1,544 368 284 | 4,012 | 2,538 339 | 2,877 | 6,889 | 7,073 
Scotch... 102 116 368 37 29 652 632 81 we 1,365 | 1,087 
Ali 
Irish ... 40 80 105 3 4 232 455 22 477 | 709] 1% A 
ti 
U 
Total of British origin ...} 1,237 917 | 2,017 408 317 | 4,896 | 3,625 442 | - 4,067 | 8,963 | 8,935 
} 
Foreigners 1,594 16 | 854 13 28 | 2,505 | 4,523 109 | 4,632 | 7,137 | 10,23 
Nationalities not dis- 
tinguished ..,_... l 157 151 309 37 177 214 523 457 
— Tot 
Total 2,832 933 | 2,871 578 496 | 7,710] 8,185 728 | 8,913 | 16,623 | 19,655 
Total for corresponding | 
month, 1902... ...|_ 3,981 | 995 | 4,489 408 584 | 10,457 | 8,553 645 | 9,198 | 19,655 
Allie 
Twelve Months ended 3lst December, t 
r 
| | ) t 
English 48,341 | 9,781 | 39,809} 4,226] 3,644 | 105,801 | 68,697 | 4,479 | 73,176 | 178,977 | 187,121 m 
Scotch ... 10,349 | 1,667 | 8,147 238 463 | 20,864 | 15,281 665 | 15,946 | 36,810 | 26,285 : 
Irish 2,605 | 980} 2,116 33 64} 5,798 | 39,554 226 | 39,780 | 45,578 | 42,256 U 
Total of British origin ... 61,295 | 12,428 | 50,072 | 4,497 | 4,171 | 132,463 |123,532 | 5,370 | 128,902 | 261,365 | 205,662 Tot 
Foreigners 38,128 | 198 | 12,571 135 307 | 51,339 | 126,212 | 1,420 | 127,632 | 178,971 | 174,291 es 
Nationalities not  dis- 
tinguished | 290 2 1,907 | 2,514] 4,713} 1,932] 1,758 | 3,690 | 8,403 | 6,826 
Total 99,713 | 12,628 | 62,643 | 6,539 | 6,992 |188,515 | 251,676 | 8,548 | 260,224 | 448,739 | 386,77 
Total for corresponding 
twelve months, 1902 ...| 67,600 | 14,675 | 51,886 | 5,859 | 6,705 | 146,725 | 232,099 | 7,955 | 240,054 | 386,779 bo 
: 
ae Se ea —— fro 
































* The destinations given are, in all cases, based on the ports at which the passengers contracted to land. 


Nors.—The above figures being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each month, are subject # 
correction in the Annual Returns. 






‘otal, 


1902, 


7,073 
1,087 


7. 


8,935 
0,263 


497 


),655 
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Alien Immigration—December. 





Statement showing the Number of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
United Kingdom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1903, com- 


pared with the corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 
































































































































Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Cothomnenes Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Aude ‘eu Libau. Dieppe. Continental Total. 
> 
aN Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Christiansand. Ports. 
| | | 
1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902, | 1903. | 1902. } 1903. | 1902. 
| 
Month ended 31st December. 
Aliens not described in 
the Alien Lists as en l 
route to places out of | 
the United Kingdom :* | 
Arrived at London ... 1,452; 1,454, 850) 555 37) 86 848 733, eee 119 134; 3,306) 2,982 
Grimsby... 351| 508; 109) 50 3 a, abs a 12 23; 475; 588 
ie — ling 38} 69| 94). 40 32) 46) OT ves 106 56] 270) 228 
" Tyne Ports 26 26! 27| 34) 144 150 2 {oe 170} 144 367) 354 
" Leith... 17 38, 36) 55) it es 13 56 67; 149 
» Newhaven |... ch ees By (hee | 797] 714] one a 797| 714 
99 Other ports 16 22) 24 37 | 85) 62 - os 385 389 510 510 
Total ... 1,900) 2,117, 1,140) 771) 302) 351} 848} 770! 797] 714) 805) 802) 45,792) $5,525 
Aliens described in the | | 
Alien Lists as en route | | 
to places out of the | | 
United Kingdom : | 
Arrived at Grimsby ... 68} 116 533) 865 90/ 269 ‘ea os 96, 51 787} 1,301 
S| a ies irs ees re ery ST Ree wey 138} 182} 138] “182 
- Hull cee 238 209) 517| 156) 323) 721) 273) 539) ee eee 419} 1,999) 1,770) 3,624 
Other ports |... | 169; 256 27] 20). one | ve Bs. 231| 216] 432) 492 
Total 306, 325| 1,219) 1,277 120 1,010] 273, 539 884} 2,448] 3,127] 5,599 
Total of Aliens arrived ... 2,206 2, 442 2,359) 2,048). 142) 1,361 ine vate 802 m4) 1,689! 3,250] 48,919} £11,124 
| 
Twelve Months ended 3lst December. 
Aliens not described in | | 
the Alien Lists as en 
route to places out of | 
the United Kingdom: * | 
Total No. ... ... | 24,514) 24,434 14,757) 12,059} 5,679, 6,818) 6,576] 6,941) 14,400) 15,105, 16,646, 16,176) $82,572/ 281,533 
Aliens described in the | | | 
Alien Lists as en route 
to places out of the | | | 
United Kingdom : | | | 
Total No. ... 5,880) 3,145, 21,428! 19,058} 42,717} 38,880) 4,811] 5,538) 35) 11) 49,674) 51,846, 124,545) 118,478 
Total of Aliens arrived . 30,394, 27,679, 36,185) 31,117 48,396; 45,698) 11,387 12,479] 14,435 15,116 66,320 68,022) 207,117 200,011 
| } 























* The distinction made in this Return between ‘‘ Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route to places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens descrived in the Alien Lists as en route, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens 
who arrive from Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered 


desirable to record this fact. 
come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. 


Sess. 1903, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) : i 
t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Cardiff, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 


Glasg 


by train as third-class passengers. 


t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at 


ow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, 
Newcastle, Newhaven, Newport, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers end persons who, 


ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out of 


But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route, ¢c.,” 
( emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the 
(See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 


Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, 


Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists recetved 


after landing, proceed 


the United Kingdom in the month of December, 1903, was 905, and 830 in the same month of 1902; in the twelve months ended 


December, 1903, the number was 13,410, and in the same months of ]902 the number was 15,062. 











































THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Jan. 14, 1904, 


ve) 
=p) 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost of ls. per copy, either 
directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, 
Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and ds. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
15th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th December :—State of the Labour Market in November; 
Changes in the Cost of Food in the United States of America, 
1890-1902 ; Proceedings under the Conciliation Act in 1901-3; 
Recent Progress in Co-operation ; Recent Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration Cases and Collective Agreements ; Prices of Bread, Wheat, 
and Flour; Reports on Employment in the Principal Industries ; 
Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Miscellaneous Series 
issued since the last number of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 601. Technical Instruction in Germany: Mechanical 
Engineering and Electro-technics. 


List of German technical Particulars of the organisa- 
schools with departments for tion and engineering courses at 
mechanical engineering or Strasburg, Stuttgart, Karls- 
electro-technics. ruhe, Stadt-Sulza, Mittweida 

Plans of instruction, equip- and Chemnitz. 
ment, fees, staff, conditions of Plans of instruction in the 
entrance and attendance at the mechanical and electro-techni- 
Prussian mechanical engineer- cal courses of the industrial 


ing schools. schools in Bavaria. 
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Government Publications. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 409. Northern Nigeria. 
No. 411. St. Lucia. 


For a complete list of the reports issued by the Foreign Office 
and the Colonial Office during the year 1903, see pp. 45-9 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 7th January. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom other than those of Local Authorities, 
for the year ended the 31st December, 1902. 331. Price 9d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade con- 
taining statistics as to the operation of the various gas companies 
in the United Kingdom. The present return deals with 454 
authorised undertakings with a total authorised share capital of 
74,319,3631., and supplying 2,197,987 consumers. During the 
year ended 31st December, 1902, the receipts of these companies 
amounted to 17,205,092/., and their expenditure to 13,167,1861. ; 
8,520,004 tons of coal were carbonised during the year, and 
99,676,048 cubic feet of gas made. 


Gas Undertakings (Local Authoritres). Returns relating to all 
authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to 
Local Authorities for the year ended the 25th March, 1903. 330. 
Price ddd. 


This return shows that during the year ended the 25th March, 
1903, 256 local authorities were engaged in the manufacture of gas 
for lighting purposes, &c. The quantity of gas made in 1902-3 was 
60,902,739 cubic feet, coal to the extent of 5,589,215 being used. 
The number of consumers supplied with gas was 1,970,738, and, 
in addition, 294,828 public lamps were lighted by gas manufac- 
tured by local authorities. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board — 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart — 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand ~ 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it — 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which © 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and ~ 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty © 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in §& 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may, be addressed to ~ 


it, whether written or verbal. 4 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, ~ 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, ~ 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the ~ 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, © 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply : 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 7 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs, Excise and — 


oy ae 


Pn 


“Consumption”? Vuties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of @& 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: ~ 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: ” 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged im” 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. . 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by ~ 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con-” 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade,” 
Pending the transfer of the headquarters of this Branch from Westminster 
to the City, verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch through the™ 
Temporary Enquiry Office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 4 

The Commercial Intelligence Brarich is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham ~ 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director bY the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the ~ 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire — 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through | 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
” Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, BoarpD oF TRADE. 

January, 1904. 


aoa 

aw 

55 
ei 








